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Presidents C orner  

 

   Our first year as a wood turners club.  

 

We have come a long way in our f irst year. We are nearing 40 members, we had our 

first ever Wood Expo, we have purchased our first lathe and had a stand built for it. 

Our website is up and running, and our newsletter is in the final proofing and set up 

stages. 

 

We started out with a smal l group of just 10 people after an Alan Lacer seminar at 

Heartland Hardwoods. From that small group a board was formed who were all 

members of The American Association of Woodturners, we applied and were accepted 

to AAW as an affiliated chapter. There were  minor bumps along the way of our first 

year, however we had our first outside demonstration in the person of Greg Haugen on 

a Saturday along with a very successful potluck lunch. Members stepped forward for 

our "Show and Tell" each monthly meeting and as new  members joined, they stepped 

forward to demonstrate the different techniques they had mastered.  
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Presidents Corner  Continued.  

 

Our club membership area currently comprises 5 -6 counties in west central Wisconsin and will continue to expand as we go forward. We 

know there are turners in other counties and want to include them and the ir  expertise with us.  

 

It was a huge und ertaking but, we pulled it off. Thanks to a very generous offer of space from Cindy Hanson, Director of Sales at 29 Pines 

Conference Center, and a member of our club, Our First Annual Woodturners Expo!   We had 11 booths signed up which included 3 wood 

carvers, a CNC machine demonstration, and the rest wood turners. There were no negative comments that I heard. Everyone enjoyed t he 

demonstrations and exhibits immensely. Our silent auction was a huge success and people raved about the barbecues.   After counti ng the 

door prize registrations, and assuming that only 75% of the people coming through the door signed up, we had close to 250 peo ple in 

attendance. Many of those in attendance stayed several hours to take in all the seminars. New members joined right th ere on the spot. 

Commitments to buy new lathes were made. One member even sold a used lathe he had sitting in his shop. Channel 18 News came o ut and 

taped a couple of the demonstrations and aired it on the 6PM news the following Monday. Our marketing plan worked and gave us 

exposure to the public through TV, radio, and print media. Go to our website and see the pictures and even a video of the new scast on 

Channel 18. Kudos to Ron Bartz for his fine job at contacting the media.  

 

The committee for the expo in cluded Karen Schrage, Ron Bartz, Rick Hanson, and Chuck Brovold. They really did a fantastic job and our 

hats are off to them. Thank you, Thank you!  

 

After much discussion and thought, the club members were asked to support purchasing our own lathe. The fu nds for this were donated by 

then current members separate from our club dues.   Our first lathe purchase is a Rikon mini lathe that was put to good use at our 

November meeting and, again, at the First Annual Wood Expo . Carl Brown, our Treasurer, built the stand that enables us to utilize it very 

well. Kudos to Carl. That lathe is not light and thanks to Mel Rude, one of our members, for picking up and returning the lat he with his 

pick -up and trailer. Kudos to Mel.  

 

 

After a couple false starts with our webs ite, we are up and going strong with WWW.CVWG.ORG. I encourage each member to go to 

CVWG.ORG and peruse the many pages. I encourage you to send in digital pictures of  your projects for the rest of us to see. Skills grow 

with each completed project and what better way to chronicle them than on our web site.  

 

 

http://www.cvwg.org/
http://cvwg.org/
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Presidents Corner  Continued.  

 

By showing your new turnings it gives everyone encouragement to take their next step. Chuck Brovold should re ceive pats on the back 

from everyone of us for stepping forward and being our webmaster.  

 

He, also, is setting up our monthly newsletter. Any input you can add will be greatly appreciated, I am sure. Thanks for all your work on 

this and the website, Chuck!  

 

Going Forward...  

 

1.  Starting in December, I expect, the club will be having beginners classes for members at a shop on    some Saturdays and some  

evenings. The curriculum is available from AAW.   There will be a small charge for materials.  Four or five  members have stepped 

forward to be mentors and instructors. Already I have received emails from members wanting to come to The CVWG Woodturners 

School.  More info will be available at the December meeting.  

 

2.  More seminars with outside demonstrators. Ple ase let any board member know what presenters and subjects you would like to see.  

3.  I am sure  the club will purchase more equipment to be available for teaching and future hands on demonstrations.  

4.  The building of a library is very important as a mem ber benefit. Videos, books and other learning materials will be available for 

checkout by the membership.  

5.  Outreach to those that want to learn wood turning, of any age, especially younger people. Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, 4H clubs, 

disadvantaged youth, high school students, etc.  

6.  Expanding the membership in terms of area served and members joining.  

 

Brian George  
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CVWG Woodturning Expo.  

The First Annual Chippewa Valley Woodturners Expo was held at the 29 pines convention center 

on November 8.  

The 2009 Expo was a big success. Thanks to all those who made it possible.  

  

Many thanks to Richard and Cindy Hanson who donated the use of 29 Pines conference center.  

Expo committee members  - Brian george, Ron Bartz, Karen Schrage, Rich Hanson,  Chuck Brovold.  

Silent auction - Rick and Stella Bauer and all the club members who donated items.  

Demonstrators  - Rick Bauer, Fran Passe, Brian George, Chuck Brovold.  

The food was prepared and served by - Mary  Cerutti, Heide Passe, Amy Passe, Bonnie Brovold, 

Pam Eberhardt.  

Club members with tables - Brian George, Bob Eberhardt, Rich Hanson, Rick Bauer, Ron Bartz, 

Barry Grill.   

Linda Ferber from the AAW provided door prizes and AAW information.  

Carvers with tables were - Ben Manor, Ken Raines, Dave Myers, Tiger Tech CNC router display.  

 

 

 

See more pictures on our website  cvwg.org/Picsofthe2009expo.aspx  . 

Up Coming Events  

 

Next meeting  

December 2nd 7 PM 

Election of club officers for 2010 . 

Report on the November Expo.  

Discussion of having a  Christmas 

Party.  

Hands on turning demo.  

 

 

 

 

November show and tell.  

 

 

New member Barry Grill shows 

some of his turnings.  

Welcome to the club Barry!  

 

 

cvwg.org/Picsofthe2009expo.aspx
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Craft Supply USA Certificates  

Brian raffles  off 6- $10 Craft Supply USA  Gift Certif icates at the November meeting.  

 

 

 

The new club lathe.  

The new club lathe gets its  first work out.  

 

Thanks to Carl Brown for building a 

stand for the lathe . 

 

 

 

Web Site  

The club web site has recently been updated.  Check it out at   cvwg.org 

Expo pictures  were added to the gallery  along with a WQOW  TV 18 news video of the event. 

Membership list was added to the members only area.  The password is cvwg .  

Brian George added his gallery.  

It is easy to have your pictures added to the web site gallery. Just Email the pictures you would like posted to Chuckbx@charter.net  

 

 

 

 

http://cvwg.org/default.aspx
mailto:Chuckbx@charter.net
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November Demo  

Rick Bauerõs Decorations Demo was a big hit.  Thank s Rick  ! 

       

    Rick and his display.       Turning the bulb.  

      

      Rick uses his special hollowing tool.                    Turning the finia l.  

 


