
PREZ SEYZ 

Page 2 

EDITOR MUSINGS 

Page 3 

30 SECOND TIPS 

Page  5 

APRIL                     

DEMONSTRATION  

Page  6 

TOYS FOR JAMIE 

Page 12 

SHOW AND TELL 

Page 13 

AT HOME SHOW AND 

TELL 

Page 21 

PEN WOOD OF THE 

MONTH 

Page 23 

ITEMS FOR SALE 

Page 31 

What’s Inside 

APRIL  

2021 

The tree of heaven 



PREZ SEYZ 

 

We celebrated a beautiful April day 

with the first meeting of the 

CVWG.  We had about 25 in attend-

ance and a good presentation on 

turning a crotch bowl by Joe Nycz.  

We will continue on the 

first  Wednesday of the month for 

the next few months and see what 

happens.  Everyone spaced with 

seating and masked up and it seemed to go well.  We will hold off 

on coffee and chips until covid settles down because we cannot so-

cial distance in that space. 

A big thanks to our board members for their help in getting through 

this thing and a bigger thanks to Tom Leonard and Jerry Engedal 

for keeping the newsletter going. 

If anyone wants to rent a booth at Farm Progress Days call Shari 

Owen 715 497 3315   

See you in May? Till then TURN TURN TURN                   

 

John Layde  
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3 Editor Musings –  Shop Bandsaw Fence  

As readers of this newsletter may recall, I bought a 14” bandsaw 

from Harbor Freight. (see Decem-

ber 2019 issue “My Adventure With 

Central Machinery”). One thing this 

bandsaw lacked was a fence. The 

purpose of getting this bandsaw was 

to be able to cut blanks higher than 

4 ½ inches, which doesn’t need a 

fence. But not having it bugged me a 

bit. Seemed it was just incomplete. 

Though what could one expect for 

the lowly price I paid for it. The odd 

thing was that Harbor Freight did 

list a fence for this bandsaw but had discontinued it. 

I thought that I would just make my own fence, so I searched the 

web for a plan or at least and idea of how to make one. I’m one of 

those people who is mentally design deficient, so I need an idea 

of how to do something. I am also not capable of making any-

thing square but no doubt the lack of a joiner and planer just 

might account for most of this inability. Most, but probably not 

all. 

An internet search yielded not very many plans but several vide-

os of how to make a bandsaw fence. I’m always amazed at the de-

sign abilities of some woodworkers to make something like a 

bandsaw fence. It ranged from the very simple versions to very 

complicated versions.  

After looking at a couple of videos of these products I noticed 

that these bolted onto the bandsaw table. Apparently most 

brands have a variety of these holes for bolts except the Central  



Machinery version. I would have to drill the holes in order to at-

tach both the home made and factory- made fences. Maybe this 

is why Harbor Freight discontinued selling fences for this model. 

Since my abilities to make a bandsaw fence was iffy at best, I de-

cided to find out what was commercially available. One site  had 

several listed from leading manufacturer’s. 

Kreg has one for $119.98. Woodhaven is more expensive but has 

extras such as a circle jig for $174.99. Rikon’s entry sells for 

$84.40. Grizzly’s sells for $185.00. Shop Fox sells for $141.27. 

The one that got my attention was the Carter Magfence II for 

$119.66. This one required no bolts and uses magnets.  

As many of you know, I put out an email asking for bolt sizes on 

bandsaw tables to attach jigs. I got several responses. Ron Bartz 

gave me an idea to solve the problem in the short run – simply 

use a piece of plywood and attach it to the table with C-clamps. 

Now why didn’t I think of that? O yeah, I’m design deficient 

that’s why. It is embarrassing that I couldn’t come up with some-

thing that simple.  

John DeRyckere got several bolt sizes with his Kreg fence to 

make the fence compatible with several brands. He replaced his 

Jet fence with the Keg.  John offered to give me his old Jet  

bandsaw fence to see if I could make it work. I got it from him at 

the April meeting.  I looked at one of the Jet bandsaw manuals 

on line and printed out the instructions for attaching it to the ta-

ble. Now it is a matter of deciding if it will work. Supposedly, the 

Harbor Freight bandsaw is a knockoff of the Delta.  

At this point I am mulling over attempting to drill holes on my 

bandsaw table  vs. using Ron Bartz’s clamp on (easier and cheap-

est) vs. buying the Magfence.  

Tom Leonard 
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https://www.popularwoodworking.com/american-

woodworker-blog/bandsaw-fence/ 

https://www.littleloveliesbyallison.com/diy-bandsaw-

fence/ 

Best Bandsaw Resaw Fence: Buying Guide 2021 

(Updated!) (takebacktheland.org) 
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30 Second Tips and Tricks 

 

Barry Grill’s Tip 

Barry told us of his problems with pain that he was hav-

ing and got no relief from medical sources. He suspected 

the problem was from being a production turner and dis-

covered that the height of the lathe in relation to his 

height was his problem. By building a platform he re-

lieved some of the pain but later revised the height an-

other 1 ½” and he was able get rid of the pains he had. 

The Tip from this was to adjust the height of your lathe 

to make it non painful to turn. 

 

John Layde’s Trick 

John related that he turned some Pine and got a lot of 

resin on his face shield. He found out that the resin 

comes off nicely in the dishwasher – just skip the heat 

drying cycle. 

https://www.popularwoodworking.com/american-woodworker-blog/bandsaw-fence/
https://www.popularwoodworking.com/american-woodworker-blog/bandsaw-fence/
https://www.littleloveliesbyallison.com/diy-bandsaw-fence/
https://www.littleloveliesbyallison.com/diy-bandsaw-fence/
https://takebacktheland.org/best-bandsaw-resaw-fence/
https://takebacktheland.org/best-bandsaw-resaw-fence/


April Demonstration 

Bowl from a Crotch 

Joe Nycz 

Turning a crotch bowl or heart bowl requires a bit more 

preparation than an ordinary bowl. It can also be a bit 

intimidating because of the shape of the wood – a Y 

shape.  

The wood Joe turned was Walnut. He was only wearing 

a mask but said at home he would be using a respirator 

because of his allergy to Walnut. 

Joe remarked that a crotch or heart bowl that has bark 

is called “rustic” and one without bark is called 

“classic.”  

His first step is to place a circle on the bark side to de-

termine how large the bowl will be and to provide a 

center point for which to drive a nail that will provide a 

guide for a Forstner bit. The drilled wood will serve as 

an insert point for a non degree drive center. Joe then 

mounts the wood between centers and uses a laser to 

determine that all corners are even and perfectly 

aligned. Joe then removes the piece and rough cuts it 

to round before the final setup to turn. 

Joe placed the rounded wood between centers and 

turned down the outside to establish a flat spot for a 

face plate and to eliminate the bark but leaving a rim of 

bark. 

Now placed on the lathe attached by the face plate, the 

inside was turned out – first with a carbide tool and lat-

er with a gouge. Also, the outside was smoothed out. 
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Joe finishes up the turning after removing the face plate 

and finishing the back between centers. 

Joe says he first uses a combination of shellac and alco-

hol on the finished piece. Next he sands it with steel 

wool and then a final coat of polyurethane. 

Joe also demonstrated the turning of a mushroom with 

bark. He used a piece of Mountain Ash that he turned to 

round. Joe then determined the top of the mushroom 

with bark and using a parting tool to turn out the area 

and depth which will be the beginning of the stem. 

From there the cap was turned and the stem and base 

was turned.  
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Joe starts with a Y-shaped Walnut crotch 

that has had the pith removed. 
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Joe selects the 

right sized circle 

and places in 

nail to deter-

mine the center. 

Joe shows wood 

after using Fort-

ner bit to create 

place for center. 

Joe places wood on 

lathe and uses laser 

beam to determine 

piece is properly cen-

tered.. 
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Joe rounds off 

wood and places 

on a face plate 

and remounts on 

lathe. 

Joe turns out the in-

side of the bowl. 

Joe finishes the out-

side of the bowl be-

fore removing face 

plate. 
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Joe sprays 

the finished 

bowl with 

water to 

show the 

grain. 

To make the 

mushroom, 

Joe places a 

portion of 

limb be-

tween cen-

ters . 

Joe matches 

a previously 

turned mush-

room to de-

termine the 

spot for the 

bark left on. 
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Joe turns out 

the rounded top 

of the mush-

room and uses a 

parting tool to 

remove wood 

where the stem 

will go. 

Joe then finishes  

the mushroom by 

forming the stem 

and base before 

parting the piece. 

The finished 

mushroom. 
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John DeRyckere's girlfriend Jamie needed some 
small turned tops and any other type of turned 

toys for her trip to El Salvador for a medical 
mission starting May 8th. She usually sees a lot 
of children during these trips, and most don’t 

have any toys. Mark Palma had a cache of 
turned toys which he sent to John to give to   

Jamie. 

Mark Palma 

Sends Toys  
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Joe Nycz ‘s      

further               

experiments 

with his CNC 

Router 

Joe Nycz 
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Joe Nycz 

Above: Two views of a        

completed heart bowl. 

Below: Turned            

mushrooms. 
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Joe Nycz 

Joe made some yarn bowls bigger to                     

accommodate a request for a bowl to hold yarn 

skeins. 



 

Joe made a cutting board for an  Alaskan ULU 

knife. 

16 
Joe Nycz 
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Joe Nycz 

Joe purchased          

another type of wood 

saver to see the       

difference from       

Anchorseal. One      

difference was the 

dried product was 

hard. Anchorseal is 

waxy when dried. 
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John De Ryckere 

Two views of a lidded box John made from Koi 

wood that John obtained while in Hawaii. 
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Barry Grill 

Barry Grill 

made a Torus 

(which he 

called a bagel) 

out of a Cherry 

burl. 
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John Layde 

John turned chess pieces for a 

chess set. 



AT HOME SHOW AND TELL 

Duane Walker 
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Duane Walker 
made a cherry 

burl bark on live 
edge 7 3/4 in di-
ameter and 6 1/2 

tall. 



AT HOME SHOW AND TELL 

John Shear 
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John Shear says:  
“Here are some pics of my latest fishing rod.  This is a 
musky rod with split grip parts turned from Bocote 

wood.  I added rattlesnake skin in the rear grip.  In keep-
ing with a southwest theme, I did a fancy thread wrap in 

front of the reel seat.” 



Pen Wood of the Month 

 

Common Name(s): Ailanthus, tree of heaven, Chinese sumac 

Scientific Name: Ailanthus altissima 

Distribution: Native to China; widely naturalized worldwide 

Tree Size: 65-100 ft (20-30 m) tall, 2-3 ft (.6-1 m) trunk diameter 

Janka Hardness: 1,420 lbf (6,300 N) 

Color/Appearance: Ranges from a pale yellow to light brown, sometimes 

with brighter yellowish or olive-hued streaks. Overall appearance is simi-

lar to ash. 

Grain/Texture: Has an open, porous texture and a moderate natural lus-

ter. 

Rot Resistance: No data available; reported to have good insect re-

sistance. 

Workability: Easy to work with hand and machine tools. Turns, glues, 

stains, and finishes well. 

Odor: No characteristic odor. 

Allergies/Toxicity: Ailanthus has been reported to cause skin irrita-

tion. See the articles Wood Allergies and Toxicity and Wood Dust Safe-

ty for more information. 

Pricing/Availability: No data available. 
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Sustainability: This wood species is not listed in the CITES Appen-

dices or on the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. In many loca-

tions it’s considered to be an invasive or pest species. 

Common Uses: Cabinetry, turned objects, and paper (pulpwood). 

Comments: Once viewed as an honored ornamental tree in China, re-

sulting in it becoming widely naturalized throughout much of the world 

during the 19th century. Today, ailanthus’ quick growth and hardiness 

have proved to be overwhelming for many ecosystems, and it is widely 

viewed as an invasive species. 

The tree is commonly called tree of heaven—from the Ambonese 

word aylanto (rendered ailanthus in Latin). The name is in reference to 

the great heights of the tree (helped by a very robust grow rate). 

One Ailanthus species native to Melasia, Ailanthus integrifolia, can 

reach heights up to 200 feet (60 meters) and may be the original source 

for the common name, aylanto—tree of heaven. 

Source: Wood Database: Ailanthus | The Wood Database - Lum-
ber Identification (Hardwood) (wood-database.com)  
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The Ailanthus Wood 

 

The wood was purchased form Cook Woods  - a 1X1X12 

inch turning square for $9.99. Additionally, I got a small 

bowl square that was 4X4X2.78 for $9.99. I intended to 

have the bowl completed but it was too wet to complete.  

https://www.wood-database.com/ailanthus/
https://www.wood-database.com/ailanthus/


Pen Kit of the Month 

RAW Rollerball 

The curious name for this pen kit comes from the metals 

of the pens.  I got a starter set of 4 for $38.75. It came 

with 2 Brass kits—one with a clip and one without, an 

aircraft grade aluminum kit and a stainless steel alloy kit. 

The pens varied in weight with the stainless steel being 

the heaviest and the aluminum the lightest. It came with 

the bushings but no drill bit (3/8) but I already had the 

drill bit.  
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The Four RAWs  

Top First: Aluminum with Sepia wood  

Second: Stainless steel with Paduak wood      

Third: Brass with Ailanthus wood 

Fourth: Brass with clip—”Earth’s Core” blank 

The Pros and Cons of Ailanthus 

On the negative side the Ailanthus or Tree of Heaven is an inva-

sive species that is fast growing with an excessive root growth 

that also chemically discourages competing plants. It pro-

duces a lot of seeds, lots of pollen, can cause skin irrita-

tion and reportedly has a foul odor.  

On the positive side the Ailanthus wood provides an excellent 

host for silkworms and the bark is used for many medical issues 

such as malaria, parasitic ulcers, gastric upsets, folk remedy for 

asthma, cancer, epilepsy, diarrhea, dysentery and a host of oth-

ers. In addition, the tree leaves are used in paper making.  

After all this, one article then concludes that the tree is possibly 

poisonous.  
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Ailanthus bark, 

leaves and 

seeds 
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Because the roots have lots of root-

lets, the roots make excellent            

starters for Bonsai. 
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Ailanthus bark is used for various 

medical issues 
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Ailanthus sculpture and turned bowl 



FOR SALE 
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Randy Patzke 

wants to sell a 

BOSCH Router 

Base for $50.00. 

Valued over $100 

Contact Randy at 

arpatzke@hotmail.

com 



FOR SALE 
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Chair and Wolverine 
sharpening system (not 

the grinder) 

The chair is a Steelcase counter 
height, not a desk chair.  Foot-
rest and arms are adjustable, 
seat does have a small 
stain.   Will dust it off and vacu-
um before I deliver at the 
club.  I would like $45. 

The Wolverine system is a base 
system plus the skew jig and 
Vari-grind.  From Woodcraft-
er’s about $179, I would like 
$120.00 

 Likely can deliver in June at 
the present time. 

Contact Randy at 

arpatzke@hotmail.com 



Next Demonstration 

John DeRyckere 

Turning with Aloha 

 

John will talk about his experiences in Hawaii, in-
cluding local woods, the Big Island Woodturner’s 
club, the market in Hawaii, and other things.  
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Meetings are first Wednesday of the month at 7 pm. Open 

house—Coffee and Chips - is the second Saturday of the 

month from 8 am to 12 pm 

Meeting Dates and Demonstrations 

May 5—John DeRyckere—Woodturning in Hawaii 

June 2—John Layde—Basket Illusion 

July 7—Bob Eberhardt—To Be Determined 

August 4— To be determined 

September 1—to be determined 

October 6—To Be Determined 

Open House-Coffee and Chips Dates 

Yet to be determined 

Meetings and Coffee and Chips are held in the Eau Claire In-

sulation building at 1125 Starr Ave on the northeast side of 

Eau Claire, Wi. 
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Board of Directors for 2020 -2021 

 
 

President  John Layde 
     
 
Vice President Bob Eberhardt 
            
  
Treasurer/  Randy Patzke 
Membership   

 
Secretary  John DeRyckere 
 

 
Program Director Mark Palma 
     
 
At Large Director Joe Nycz 
     
 

Non Board Positions 
 
 
Newsletter Editor Tom Leonard 
     
 
Web Master  Jerry Engedal  
 
  

Members and interested persons may con-
tact the Chippewa Valley Woodturners Guild 
by email at: woodturnercvwg@gmail.com 

Photos of Show and Tell / Gallery items              

provided by : Mary Weider 
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