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This months wood is Tornillo 

which in Spanish means screw-

bean. But, screwbeans have 

nothing to do with the Tornillo 

tree. Confusing isn’t it. 



PREZ SEYZ 

 
Well, I would like to say a big 
thank you to John Layde for 
the work he has done as Pres-
ident the last 2 years.  Having 
made it through to this point, 
as a club still in one piece, 
was something to be happy 
about.   
 
Things are starting to return 
to the new normal and I was 
very happy to see a wonderful 
turnout for the November 
meeting.  I hope everyone had a great Thanksgiving with good 
food and family.   
 
Was everyone able to pick up a couple of pointers from the demo 
on making Christmas trees?  We covered a lot in a short time.  
Now Christmas is upon us once again.   
 
I hope everyone will have  a safe and merry Christmas and happy 
new year.  Finally just a reminder to work on some bowls for 
Feed My People. 
 
Bob Eberhardt 
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3 Editor Musings - Making a Replacement 

Handle for a Drill Press 

Tom Leonard 

I have a Master Force Drill Press that I 

purchased several years ago. It works 

great and does all I need it to do. But 

this model has a flaw – the handles. The 

handles seem to be made of hardened 

rubber or plastic. It’s hard to tell. The 

press has 5 handles – 3 to bring down 

the drill bit (feed lever), one to change 

the speed and one to raise and lower the 

table (vertical adjustment lever). The flaw is that these handles 

have a tendency to break off after many uses. I rarely use the speed 

change handle and I use only two of the feed lever handles which 

were the two that broke – the third is never used due to its position 

on the press. These 2 were replaced and since then I have had no 

trouble with these handles. However, the vertical adjustment lever 

handle recently broke. 

Master Force is a brand of Menards and will replace parts or entire 

tools if defective or broken. Apparently, it isn’t cost effective or 

timely to send a tool to China for repair or keep replacement parts.  

Previously I replaced the handles by taking the broken handle to 

Menards and the replacements came from the floor demo. I 

checked the latest version of this drill press and noticed that the 

handles had changed. No surprise here. However, I hoped that the 

new handle used the same type of handle attachment and screw 

size (8mm) and I would be able to get the new one. Checking the 

store demo revealed that the entire vertical adjustment handle was 

missing. I took that to mean that the vertical adjustment lever was 

having similar problems that beset this drill press . 



Making the handle had been on my mind and I have been debating 

how to make the handle. I decided to use the demonstration by 

Bob Eberhardt (see October 2020 newsletter for the demonstra-

tion) on making a tool handle as a basic source.  

Making the handle rotate would be difficult because the handle 

had a slotted bolt with a partially threaded shank imbedded into 

the handle that was able to rotate. My version may not be rotating.  

Although, now that I look at the broken handle it occurred to me 

how it was made. Don’t know why I didn’t think of it before. The 

handle was drilled at both ends—one end fit the screw shank and 

the other end was larger to accommodate the head end. The screw 

was just dropped into the  larger end and came out on the smaller 

end and a nut was put on to keep it from dropping into the larger 

drilled area. Then a plug was put in the larger end. That will make 

the  job a lot easier. I just have to figure out what to plug the larger 

drill end with. 
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More Musings 

I don’t often comment about the quality of a piece of wood, but I 

got one recently that was interesting grain wise.  It is called Nar-

gusta / Canxan Negro Burl. It’s a dull brown with some subtle 

white swirls but with an obvious burl look. This wood is very hard 

but at the same time as it turned out brittle in spots. Of the first 

set of blanks I turned, one chipped out on the end. A chip much 

too big to inlay. I finished the second blank in anticipation of re-

placing the chipped blank. The replaced blank turned with no 

problems but I decided to modify the finished blank to more 

match the new blank. Well, it chipped out. By this time I had had 

enough of Nargusta and retrieved the tubes to select another 

wood.  

I had another wood called Mopane / Mopani which I had planned 

on using for the May 2022 wood. It was from Turner’s Circle, an  



Ebay store that sells mostly exotic woods. It seems that if you buy 

3 pieces of wood, the seller will send you a freebie and Mopane 

was one. Earlier I was sent what appears to be a nice piece of Pur-

pleheart as a freebie. It is still wrapped up.  

I was intending the Mopane for a pen kit called Pro-X Art Deco 

which has been changed Ipe. The first Mopane blank cracked and 

a second blank also cracked. Anyone want some Mopane?   
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Bowls for Feed MY People Event 

 

 

Contributing bowls to the Feed My People 

event has been CVWG main participation 

in the community as long as it has existed 

or close enough. February will be coming 

on fast for turning in your bowls. Bowls 

with flaws are acceptable if members new 

to turning are concerned about quality.  

 

       

 



December Demonstration 

Christmas Ornaments 

Bob Eberhardt 

Bob Eberhardt demonstrated 

how he makes Christmas trees. 

There are a variety of woods 

that work  well, but buckthorn 

works nice, and since it's an in-

vasive species that Wisconsin is 

encouraging cutting down, is 

plentiful.  

Bob makes Christmas trees of a 

variety of sizes, from a few 

inches in height to a few feet in height. The  techniques are the 

same: start off mounted between centers, and eventually move 

on to either a face  plate or a 4 jaw chuck. With the larger trees 

most drive centers don't bite into the wood well enough to  re-

liably turn the piece. Bob has a special 4 edged spur drive that 

can be driven deeply into a larger piece  of wood. He isn't sure 

of the brand, but Nova makes: 

Nova Jumbo Drive Center, 1-1/4'' x 8 TPI -Rockler  

One Way makes (only a single blade): 

<https://www.woodturnerscatalog.com/p/106/1113/oneway-

Big-Bite-Chuck-Spur> 

Once mounted between centers Bob uses a bowl gouge to 

rough it out to a cylinder, then from there to a cone. He also 

forms a very shallow concave on the end that will be grasped 

by the 4 jaw chuck or mounted to a faceplate, and if to be 

chucked an appropriate tenon. He doesn't turn the very tip of 
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the  cone for two reasons. First, he would lose tailstock support, 

second to avoid vibration he saves the very  tip of the tree for last. 

Once this is complete he mounts the piece in either a 4 jaw chuck 

(small branches) or face plate, with  tailstock support. 

To make the tree look more realistic and pleasing to the eye, note 

that real trees have their branches  pretty evenly spaced. Mark off 

even locations for the branches with either a pencil or parting tool 

mark. 

Each tier of branches if formed with a coved section (shape of the 

tree) and a rounded section (base of  the branches). Bob uses a 

bowl gouge for this, and keeps it sharp to minimize sanding. He 

follows the  techniques of tool control: Anchor the tool, present the 

bevel of the tool, and  ise the handle while rotating to start the cut. 

For the cove portion he starts at the wide portion of the branch 

with the edge of the tool straight up and down, and then starts cut-

ting by slightly rotating the tool and directing the bevel of the tool 

in an arc  shape. If the tool is straight up and down when first 

touching the wood it won't skate away. 

To create the bottom of the branch he starts with the tool straight 

up and down, and then opens it  slightly while controlling the bev-

el angle. It may be necessary to create some relief. 

He does this all the way down the tree and then returns to the top 

branch. 

Finally at the base of the tree he pares it down to create the trunk. 

Submitted by John DeRyckere 
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Bob’s           

variations on 

the tree          

ornaments. 
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Bob’s smaller ver-

sion of the tree       

ornament. 
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Bob’s larger 

version of 

the tree or-

nament. 
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Dan Brandner 

Dan Brand-

ner made a 

Walnut bowl 

and lidded 

box saying he 

needed to use 

up some Wal-

nut wood he 

accumulated. 
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DanBrandner 

Dan Brandner 

used a tap and 

die to  make 

threads in a 

piece of wood 

that he uses as a 

jam chuck. 
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Joe Nycz 

Joe Nycz showing his latest 

CNC creations. 



 

13 
Joe Nycz 

Joe Nycz filled a large space on a bowl 

with resin. 
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John DeRykere 

John said “For the 
little hollow form 

it’s wet red oak, and 
epoxy with pow-

dered gold alumi-
num. “ 
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Randy Patzke 

“Bowl is multiple types of wood stepped up 

for the pattern.  Finish is sanding sealer 

with the Acks products.  About 10” diame-

ter and 5” tall.” 



 

16 Randy Patzke 

This is an adapter that fits on to be live center on the 

tail stock.  It spins freely and the threads fit by 

chucks.  The bowl in the picture is on the headstock 

held with a Longworth chuck, and the tail stock has 

one of by 4 jaw chucks.  The advantage of this over by 

other style is it can be used with the lathe turning. 

This one is available from Robust Tools Chuck      

Adapter $39. 
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Randy Patzke 

The picture is not the greatest.  The Harbor 

Freight LED light is attached to the tailstock 

using either the magnets or velco pad.  The 

light level is adjustable.  It does help to light 

the inside of bowls.  Cost of the light is about 

$5.00 



 

18 
Randy Patzke 

Segmented bowl.  Outside is round.  Inside is 

round, but walls are different thick-

ness.  When I put the waste block on the bot-

tom I placed it stilly off center.  Now I need to 

reposition the waste block to save the 

bowl.  Will find out in a couple of months. 
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Randy Patzke 

“While turning this bowl I had a block on 

the inside held with the tailstock.  This was 

to help reduce the flexing of the outer 

edge.   I was reducing the top the layer of 

the bowl and had a catch.  The result was 

that the block shifted and made a hole is 

the wall of the bowl.  You can see the 

Dewalt battery charger in the hole.” 
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Duane Walker 

“Anyone for some chips and sal-
sa??? In process.....” 



Color/Appearance: Heartwood is light to golden brown. Very large, open 

pores also give a pronounced veined look to facegrain surfaces. Sapwood 

isn’t often seen, and the paler color gradually transitions into the darker 

heartwood. 

Grain/Texture: Grain is straight to slightly interlocked. Coarse, uniform 

texture with moderate natural luster. 

Endgrain: Diffuse-porous; solitary and radial multiples; very large pores in 

no specific arrangement, very few; reddish brown mineral/gum deposits 

common; parenchyma vasicentric; narrow rays, spacing normal to fairly 

close. 

Rot Resistance: Rated as moderately durable; poor insect resistance. 

Workability: Easy to work with hand or machine tools, yet due to it’s low 

density and interlocked grain, fuzzy surfaces may result from some machin-

21 Pen Wood of the Month 

Common Name(s): Tornillo 

Scientific Name: Cedrelinga catenaeformis 

Distribution: Tropical South America 

Tree Size: 65-115 ft (20-35 m) tall, 3-6 ft (1-1.9 m) trunk di-

ameter 

Janka Hardness: 950 lbf (4,230 N) 

 



ing operations. Extra sanding or very sharp tools may be necessary to obtain 

a smooth finish. Turns, glues, and finishes well. 

Odor: No characteristic odor (though green lumber can have an unpleasant 

scent). 

Allergies/Toxicity: Besides the standard health risks associated with any 

type of wood dust, no further health reactions have been associated with 

Tornillo. See the articles Wood Allergies and Toxicity and Wood Dust 

Safety for more information. 

Pricing/Availability: Despite the tree’s large size, Tornillo is only occa-

sionally available as lumber, and is more commonly seen as smaller craft or 

turning blanks. Prices are moderate for an imported hardwood. 

Sustainability: This wood species is not listed in the CITES Appendices or 

on the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. 

Common Uses: Furniture, turned objects, construction/utility wood, and pa-

per (pulpwood). 

Comments: Tornillo has some of the largest pores of any commercial wood 

in the world. Anything above 200 micrometers is considered very large, yet 

Tornillo’s vessel diameters are routinely over 300 or 400 micrometers, up-

wards to approximately 500µm! These large pores give it a unique open 

texture, with the pores appearing as thin dark veins on all face grain surfac-

es. 

Related Species: None available. 

Source: Tornillo | The Wood Database - Lumber 

Identification (Hardwood) (wood-database.com)  
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23 Pen Kit of the Month 

Atrax 

Rollerball and Fountain Pen 

This pen kit type was amongst the last of the Berea Club offerings. 

There were six Atraxs and 2 Atraxias (a fancier Atrax). There were 

3 colors: Black: Satin Copper; and Satin Chrome all being roller-

ball and a companion fountain pen. Separately pricing ranged 

from $11.00 to $13.00. and bushings priced at $5.76.  These kits 

use 2 drill bits: a 12.5 mm and a 10.5 mm.  Berea describes these 

pens as “ the Atraxs'™ simple, straight-forward design offers style, 

function and above all Superior Quality.” The Atrax™ is non-

postable.(cap does not post on body) . 

For some odd reason I made both the rollerball and the fountain 

pen with the same wood. In retrospect it probably was not the 

best idea. The other 4 are to be in Acrylic of different colors. The 

wood was purchased from Turner’s Circle for $17. 
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Tornillo tree and it’s pod  fruit. 
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The large  pores seen on end grain and 

long grain. 



Next Demonstration 26 

Carving and Turning 

Rich Thelen 



 

Meetings are first Wednesday of the month at 7 pm. Open 

house—Coffee and Chips - is the second Saturday of the 

month from 8 am to 12 pm 

Meeting Dates and Demonstrations 

February 2—To Be Determined 

March 2—To Be Determined 

April 6—To Be Determined 

May 4—To Be Determined 

June 1—To Be Determined 

July 6—To Be Determined 

Open House-Coffee and Chips Dates 

January 8 from 8:00 am to 12:00pm- 

Masks required and Vaccinations sug-

gested. If coming after 10:00 please in-

form us through the web site the night 

before at:

(www.woodturnercvwg@gmail.com) 

Meetings and Coffee and Chips are held in the Eau Claire Insu-

lation building at 1125 Starr Ave on the northeast side of Eau 

Claire, Wi. 
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Board of Directors for 2020 -2021 

 
 

President  John Layde 
     
 
Vice President Bob Eberhardt 
            
  
Treasurer/  Randy Patzke 
Membership   

 
Secretary  John DeRyckere 
 

 
Program Director Mark Palma 
     
 
At Large Director Joe Nycz 
     
 

Non Board Positions 
 
 
Newsletter Editor Tom Leonard 
     
 
Web Master  Jerry Engedal  
 
  

Members and interested persons may con-
tact the Chippewa Valley Woodturners Guild 
by email at: woodturnercvwg@gmail.com 

Photos of Show and Tell / Gallery items              

provided by : Mary Weider 
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