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An unusual type of bird nests  in the 

Camel Thorn tree . The Sociable Weav-

ers birds  living in a sort of communal 

housing in South Africa. 



PREZ SEYZ 

  

Well, I hope this news 
letter finds everyone in 
good health. Berry 
Grill had a great demo 
at our last meeting on 
hollow forms and add-
ing color with dyes.   
 
Empty Bowls is com-
ing up in May this year 
and bowls are starting 
to come in. We are still in need of bowls for Empty Bowls so 
please do what you can. Our wooden bowls are always a favorite.  
 
Our first Beginning class was a great success and our second 
class started January 24th 2023.  Our third class will be sched-
uled sometime in March.   
 
When the weather starts to break and is a little warmer we need 
to have a work day at the club house for some spring cleaning.  
More to come on that.   
 
The Open House had a great turnout February 11th with some 
new members.  Our next meeting will be March 1st. 6:00 to 9:00 
with Joe Nycz putting on the demo. Our next Open House will be 
March. 11th  8:00 to 12:00. 
 
Bob 
 
Addendum: Don’t forget that Dunn County has a need for 
bowls for their Feed My People. 
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3 Editor Musings – February 2023 

I am in my ninth year of being the editor of the newsletter. This is-

sue will be number 98. I not sure whether time has gone by fast or I 

have not been paying attention to the time.  

Newsletter Changes 

You will probably notice a change in the newsletter. Un-

fortunately, due to scammers using the Board of Direc-

tors (BOD) emails and phone numbers, this information 

has been deleted from the newsletters and from the web 

site. If anyone gets an email asking for money in the form 

of gift cards or ask for information in the name of a BOD 

member it is probably a scam. If unsure check with me by 

emailing: woodturnercvwg@gmail.com and I will verify 

the email or confirm the information needed.  

Latest Possible Changes 

Emails have been going back and forth to decide a new 

password. A decision may be in the making to remove the 

membership list and Treasurers Report from the web 

site. The membership list may be sent directly to mem-

bers and periodically updated and the treasurers report 

made available only at meetings.   

Pens 

I have been going through my pen collection especially the ones I 

had at the Chainsaw event. Quite frankly a lot of them are …. well, 

downright ugly. I have also been noting the pen types that sold bet-

ter than others, although some were sold that were …. well, down-

right ugly. Just shows you what sells or does not sell tells you noth-

ing. Although it is a matter of opinion what is ugly or not. Part of 

the problem is buying exotic woods that appear better on the web 



4 site than in hand and partly pairing the wood with the wrong color 

pen kit.  My wife says their plain not ugly—not surprising. 

But the whole idea of the wood types and pen kits is to show what 

is out there and what the wood would look like with the pen kit. 

How it looks should not be a factor(?) Buying multiple pens kits of 

the same type shows what the pen looks like with different woods 

and acrylics.  

There are too many pen kits that are variations of variations such 

that the instruction sheets are not being made for individually 

named pen kits. Often the parts are not exactly the same. One of 

the pen groups that are variations of  variations is the Sierra group. 

Just a few are the Zodiac, the Ellipse, the Thank You and the Dia-

mond Knurl. The essential difference is the hardware but all have 

the same instruction sheet. However, to make things confusing, the 

Zodiac and the Ellipse have 8 parts while the other two have 5 

parts. What happened was three parts were pre- assembled. But it 

does make assembling the pen easier once you have figured out 

what happened to the other parts. 

Tom Leonard 

 Chippewa Valley Museum 

The Chippewa Valley Woodturning Guild will be 

represented at the Chippewa Valley Museum in 

Carson Park in Eau Claire on February 25th a Sat-

urday from 12 to 5 for the Folk Art Festival. It is 

intended to be a public information event and pos-

sible membership drive. Come and stay a few 

minutes and talk to the attendees. 



February Demonstration 

Turning Necked Vessels 

Barry Grill 

In spite of the fact 

that Barry had to 

change the subject of 

his demonstration 

(the newsletter editor 

printed the wrong 

subject) Barry did a 

fine job of showing 

how to do what 

seems like the impos-

sible. 

What seemed like a 

truly difficult turning 

was not if one knew 

the secret of the turn-

ing. Beads and coves 

are basic to the out-

side of the long neck 

vessel. 

Step 1: 

Turn a large wood 

piece to a cylinder 

like one would use for 

pepper mills Turn it with tenons on both sides.  
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Step 2:  

Turn part of the foot stock 

side tenon down to the size 

of a 1 ½” sized forstner bit 

and part off. This will be 

used as a plug on the bottom 

of the vessel. 

 

 

 

Step 3:  

Reverse the piece and 

chuck the foot tenon to 

the head stock. And form 

the round part of the ves-

sel (bulb) . 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 4: 

Use a 1 ½” forstner 

bit to drill out the ves-

sel bulb up to near 

where the neck joins 

the bulb. 
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Step 5:  

Using a hollowing 

tool, hollow out 

the bulb. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 6: 

After hollowing, turn the bottom of the bulb end and rechuck it on 

the head stock (the tenon is still there) and drill out the neck to the 

bulb with a forstner bit. 
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Step 7: 

Finish 

smoothing 

the outside 

with the 

bulb end 

in the 

chuck. 

 

 

 

 

The semi finished long neck vessel. 
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Barry uses a dye called Ultra Dye  and just simply uses a paint 

brush to apply to the piece. He then wipes it off while still wet and 

reapplies until he gets the look that he wants. I believe he sprays 

them with poly as a final finish. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ultra Dye can be gotten at Hobby Lobby, Michaels and Walmart.    
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The tools of the trade. 
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Barry Grill 

Barry Grill 

turned a 

beautiful 

large 

crotch Wal-

nut bowl. 
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Barry Grill 

Left: Barry has made 

several urns for people 

but this one is for ani-

mals. 

Below: A really nice red 

cedar vessel reminis-

cent of  ancient pottery . 
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Barry Grill 

Examples of Barry’s dyed 

long neck vessels. 
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Bob Eberhardt 

Bob turned 2 Walnut bowls 
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Bob Eberhardt 

Bob has more Christmas ornaments to show 

with 2 being inside out  examples. 
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Bob Wilcox 

Bob made his first 

segmented bowl. 

Really nice for 

first try. 

Bob made another 

bowl but I didn’t 

catch the type of 

wood. 
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Jerry Lilly 

Jerry made this hollow form with a 

curly grain pattern. 
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Jerry Lilly 

 

Some how bowls 

with as many 

holes as no 

holes  seem to 

be the most in-

triguing as to 

how it stayed to-

gether. Great 

work Jerry! 
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Tom Spielmann 

Tom made a bird ornament out of an acrylic 

blank. Don’t see too many of these. A beauti-

ful piece. 
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Mary Weider 

Mary has been 

working with 

acrylics  com-

bined with 

wood. Interest-

ing  seeing it on 

the top edge of 

a bowl. 
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Mary Weider 

Mary had several other examples of  com-

bining acrylic and wood. Very nice pieces. 
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Well I wanted to make some 

shaker pegs one day, so no 

time like the present.  I made 

some small ones for prac-

tice.  Now that I'm gaining a lit-

tle more turning confidence, It 

wasn't as difficult as I thought 

it would be.  I marked out 

some dimensions with a pencil 

and tried to make 4 that looked alike from one spindle. 

One ended up with a small-

er end due to a catch, of 

course. 

Here are my finished pegs. 

And what was I going to 

use them for?  Well anoth-

er rack for my lathe acces-

sories, again using a maple 

board from the 

trailer. 

And the finished 

project.  Now I 

have a little less 

clutter lying 

around near the 

lathe. 

Dan Brandner 
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Dan Brandner 

The board Dan made to hang turning tools. In-

teresting way Dan used the Shaker pegs. 



24 

 

The two sides to a dog. 

 

Those who have 

a cat or cats will 

recognize this 

situation. 



 

Pen wood of the Month 

Camel Thorn 

Camel thorn is deciduous shrub or tree that belongs to the 

pea family. It can be found in Angola, Namibia, Botswana, 

Zimbabwe, South Africa and Mozambique. Camel thorn 

grows in deserts, savannas and woodlands. It prefers poor, 

sandy soil and dry areas with harsh climate. Camel thorn tol-

erates high temperatures during the summer and frost dur-

ing the winter. Number of camel thorn trees in South Africa 

is drastically reduced due to overexploitation in the past. 

This species is protected by law today (in the South Africa). 
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Interesting Camel thorn Facts: 

Camel thorn can reach from 6.5 feet (shrub) to 56 feet (tree) in 

height. 

Camel thorn has drooping branches that twist and turn and create 

umbrella-shaped crown. 

Camel thorn has strong root system that can absorb water from a 

depth of 197 feet. 

Camel thorn has large, bipinnate leaves composed of 2 to 5 leaf-

lets. Green leaves remain on the tree during the most part of the 

year. Pair of sharp thorns at the base of leaves provides protec-

tion against hungry herbivores. 

Camel thorn develops round, yellow flowers from winter to sum-

mer. Tree starts to produce flowers 10 years after planting. Flow-

ers emit sweet aroma that attracts insects responsible for the pol-

lination. 



26 Fruit of camel thorn is light grey, cylindrical or crescent-shaped 

seedpod. It has velvety texture thanks to fine hairs on the surface. 

Seed are lens-shaped. 

Ground pods of camel thorn are used in human diet in the form of 

porridge. Roasted seed are used as a substitute for coffee. 

Rhino, eland, kudu and elephants collect pods of camel thorn from 

the ground. Pods are also important source of food for the live-

stock. 

Giraffes eat fruit and leaves directly from camel thorn tree. They 

have specially designed tongue that prevents injuries from thorns. 

In Afrikaans language, giraffe is also known as "camel-horse", 

hence the name "camel thorn". 

Seed of camel thorn is covered with tough, protective membrane. It 

passes through intestines of herbivores undamaged and often ger-

minates from their dung. Seed retain ability to germinate even after 

50 years of dormancy. 

Dense crown of camel thorn provides shade and serves as a shel-

ter for birds, spiders, rodents, insects and lizards. Leopards often 

leave scratch marks (visible scars) on the bark of camel thorn trees. 

Silk moth lays eggs on the camel thorn tree and serves as im-

portant source of silk for the local communities. 

Dark reddish-brown wood is used in the manufacture of fence 

posts, ax handles, houses and as a firewood. 

Dried pods of camel thorn are used in treatment of ear infections, 

bark in treatment of diarrhea and headache, root in treatment of 

toothache, cough and tuberculosis. Gum is used in treatment of in-

fluenza. 

Camel thorn can survive from 250 to 300 years in the wild 

 
Camel thorn Facts (softschools.com) 

https://www.softschools.com/facts/plants/camel_thorn_facts/1440/
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African Camelthorn  blank was purchased from  

Turner’s Circle on Ebay for $15.00. Size was 1 1/2 x 

1 1/2  x  5 7/8. 

Designer Twist pens were purchased from  

Woodturningz  for $5.45 each. Bushings were  $3.50 

and the drill bit  was a 7mm. These were  the tendon 

series  and not the NT (no tendon) series. 

Turning tendons on pens was one of the negative as-

pects of professional pen turners only because it takes 

more time to do the pens. The NT series look exactly 

like the pens with tendons because the center ring fits 

next to the upper blank and the lower blank fits into 

the other side of the center ring. With the tendon se-

ries the center ring fits onto tendon on the upper 

blank and the lower blank fits into the lower side of 

the center ring.  
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I had five of the Designer Twist pens. The other 4 are: 

The top blank is Jarrah which is an older pen left over 

from the chainsaw event from last year—an ugly vs. 

plain pen. 

The second is a spalted Maple  (I think—lost identifica-

tion of this one although it may be Olivewood). 

The third  blank is a Queenheart.  

The last is an acrylic called Molten Burgandy Swirl. 

Feed My People  Bowl Event 

The Feed My People event usually held ear-

ly in March has been changed to early in 

May. Gives us more time to make some 

bowls for the event. 
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Above: Camelthorn tree showing why logs are 

irregular in shape. 
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A Camelthorn tree 

broken but still 

with the nests of 

the Sociable Weav-

er. Each hole repre-

sents a separate 

family and are of-

ten reused every 

year by the same 

birds. 
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Above: Big thorns living up to the 

Camelthorn name. 

Below: Fruit of the Camelthorn resem-

ble cashews. 



Antique Pepper Mill 
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Joe Nycz demonstrating the turn-

ing of a Pepper Mill in September 

2016. 



 

Meetings are first Wednesday of the month at 7 pm. Open 

House is the second Saturday of the month from 8 am to 12 

pm 

Meeting Dates and Demonstrations 

March 1—Joe Nycz—Antique Peppermills 

April 5—Mary Weider—Acrylics  

May 3—Dan Brandner—Small Bowl From Scrap 

June 7— Not Yet Determined 

July 5 — Not Yet Determined 

August 2—Not Yet Determined 

Open House Saturday Dates 

February 11 from 8:00 am to 12:00pm- 

Masks not required (if not turning) and 

Vaccinations suggested. If coming after 

10:00 please inform us through the web 

site the night before at:

(www.woodturnercvwg@gmail.com) 

Meetings and Open House are held in the Eau Claire Insulation 

building at 1125 Starr Ave on the northeast side of Eau Claire, 

Wi. 
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http://www.woodturnercvwg@gmail.com


Board of Directors for 2023  

 
 

President  Bob Eberhardt   
     
 
Vice President John DeRyckere 
 
          
Treasurer/  Randy Patzke 
Membership   
 
Secretary  John DeRyckere 
Co-Secretary  Tom Leonard 
     
 
Program Director John Layde 
     
 
At Large Director Joe Nycz 
 
     
At Large Director Ron Bartz 
     

Non Board Positions 
 
Newsletter Editor Tom Leonard 
 
Web Master  Jerry Engedal  
 
Members and interested persons may con-
tact the Chippewa Valley Woodturners Guild 
by email at: woodturnercvwg@gmail.com 

Photos of Show and Tell / Gallery items              

provided by : Mary Weider 
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