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What’s Inside 

FEBRUARY  

2022 

The Shedua tree or is it the Ama-

zique tree or the Amazoue tree 

or the Mozambique tree or the 

Ovangkol tree. Take you pick. It 

goes by all these names. 



PREZ SEYZ 
 
 
The meeting held on February 
2nd went well.  This was my 
first meeting as President and 
was hoping I wouldn’t screw it 
up to bad.   
 
John Layde picked up bowls 
for Feed My People. Rich The-
len gave a great demonstration 
on chip carving on turned ob-
jects.  It was very informative.  
He demonstrated several types 
of cuts and little secrets to 
make it easier.  A sharp tool is 
a must!  He also talked about sharpening and the types of knives 
used in chip carving. 
 
The president challenge for the March meeting is to make an 
Easter egg. 
 
The meeting for March is March 2nd  6:00 board meeting and 
7:00 to 9:00 general meeting and demo.  Demo will be with 
Mary Weider. 
 
Coffee and Chips will be March 12th from 8:00 to 12:00 
 
Bob Eberhardt 
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Editor Musings –A Bad Adaptation 

A couple of years ago I demonstrated the 

use of what Penn State Industries called 

“The Big Grabber” (see June 2018 news-

letter) It is a mandrel with various sized 

plastic tubes and hardware to produce 

“Closed End Pens.” Turner’s Warehouse 

sells a pen kit called Stark and I got three 

kits. Stark is a closed end pen kit. The kit 

was simple with few parts but instead of 

sending the step bushing for this kit, I was sent TBC (Turn Be-

tween Centers) bushings which definitely would not work. TBC 

bushings are blocked and the mandrel can’t go through the bush-

ing. 

A call to Turner’s Warehouse resulted in a “sorry but we were out 

of this bushing” and “use a bushing from a kit with a 10mm tube 

and use calipers to measure the size.”  Okay. But here is the bad 

adaption part. The Big Grabber has plastic tubes (called bladder 

hoses) which serve to expand and hold the pen blank on the man-

drel from inside the brass tube by turning a nut at the opposite 

end to expand the tube. The Stark pen has a 10mm brass tube 

which would call for a 10mm bladder hose but the closed pen sys-

tem doesn’t have a 10mm hose – only a 10.5mm hose which is too 

big. The closed end process also requires an end bushing that 

screws onto the end of the mandrel to secure the bladder hose and 

serve as a stop for expanding the bladder hose which gives the 

blank stability.  

This kit’s adaption of the threaded end bushing is a non-threaded 

end bushing that is glued and pressed into the brass tube which 

serves as this stop. Because of all this, an entire length of bladder 

hose required can be pushed (but reluctantly) into the tube but 



the mandrel rod isn’t able to fit into entirely into the bladder hose 

to give the pen blank the stability. And the blank flops around 

which results in the tail stock live center (closed end) doesn’t place 

itself opposite of the open end with the Big Grabber. As a result, a 

straight turning of the blank can’t be accomplished and at the 

closed end the brass tube is exposed even at the correct diameter 

even though the open end can be turned to the correct size.  

Okay what next? I tried a sec-

ond time thinking it was a 

leveling issue and I leveled 

the blank, but the same thing 

happened. At this point I tried an inlay on the first try with the ex-

posed tube but it was only partially successful. The wood was too 

thin to support an inlay. I finished it and assembled it and will put 

it in my bag of failures. 

However, I had two pen kits left. On my third try, I decided to 

measure the position of the open end and transfer the position to 

the closed end. It 

worked and the blank 

was perfectly turned. 

I also made an additional adjustment. I turned the step bushings 

around so the back end was against the blank and the step part was 

not in the brass tube.  I did that because the bladder hose had a 

tendency to back out of the brass tube when being pushed into the 

bushing and wrap around the bushing because the hose was too 

big. 

Two down and one to go.  The third pen (or I should say the fifth 

attempt) went down like the first pen blank despite locating the 

closed end center with the open-end center. The fifth attempt was 

like the first and second – the closed end turned down to the brass 

tube. A sixth attempt was made with the same results.  
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I decided at this point that since this pen kit needed a rethink. 

My next and hopefully the last attempt would be turned with a 

large hump at the closed end (it doesn’t have a clip). Here is 

where the 

pen turned 

without  a 

problem.  I 

picked an 

Ironwood blank and the wood is unusually stunning (at least to 

me since I rarely get really nicely grained wood). Although my 

idea was to make it as ugly as possible it didn’t turn out that way. 

But it certainly has an odd shape. 

At this point I’m debating disassembling the first pen and redo it 

with an enlarged closed end which seems to be the only way to 

insure that this pen will have no exposed tubes. However, in or-

der to disassemble the pen I will have to cut off the closed end. 

However, number two is the end cap is glued in and depending 

on how well it is glued will depend if I can pop it out. I’ll need to 

pop it out so I can pop out the nib part of the pen. Well, I’ve had 

bigger challenges before so “Tally Ho” I will go. 

Tom Leonard 
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The “Big Grabber” for Closed End 

Pens 



CVTC Scholarship in CVWG Name 

 

Don Raymond Director of Respiratory Therapy Program 

at CVTC and Michaela Stendahl from the CVTC Founda-

tion came to explain the proposal to sell leftover pens giv-

en to the “Smiles For Vets” event to establish a scholar-

ship for veterans attending the school. 

It was explained that the school has approximately 400 

scholarships with the average being $500. There are 

about 100 veterans attending the school. Some are receiv-

ing allotments but these allotments are never enough to 

cover expenses. A $500 scholarship would mean a lot to a 

veteran. Recipients of scholarships are encouraged to 

meet the donor(s) if possible.  

 In answer to several questions about CVWG commitment 

to this scholarship it was emphasized that the there is no 

further commitment on CVWG part. If successful it will be 

up to CVWG to decide if it wants to continue the scholar-

ships.  

Plans are to put the pens on sale through the CVTC web 

site. Many details have to be worked out as to how this 

will be done. The scholarship itself is to reviewed by the 

Scholarship review committee and goes through a host of 

steps before approval. All scholarships are reviewed year-

ly. 
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7 FEBRUARY DEMONSTRATION 

Decoration of Turned Woods 

Rich Thelen 

Rich’s demonstration consist-

ed of 5 themes: Picking the 

best wood: transfer of a pat-

tern and sources of patterns: 

how to carve and types of 

carving: sharpening: and aids 

to the carving process. 

Picking the best wood 

Rich usually buys the plates 

he carves from hobby stores. 

These plates are cheap and usually contain no grain. The most 

popular wood is Basswood because it is soft and plain and easy to 

carve. 

Pattern sources and transference 

Patterns on plates and other wood objects aren’t usually de-

signed by the carver. There are many books with lots of patterns 

to choose from. The carver takes these patterns and copies them 

through a Ink Jet printer. Transferring the pattern requires heat. 

Rich uses a simple burning tool and follows the pattern when 

laid on the object to be carved. Rich says that graphite paper can 

also be used. 

How to carve the piece 

Rich uses only one carving knife. There are many different types 

of knives used for different types of carving but Rich prefers a 

small knife and mostly does the 2 chip and 3 chip carving. Other 



forms include Free Form and Relief carving in which the picture / 

design stands out from the background. 

When he carves, he sits in a chair and comfortably holds the object 

firmly in his lap and sometime uses a Kevlar glove on more diffi-

cult pieces. Flat surfaces are safer than non-flat surfaces. Carving 

is done slowly to achieve the pattern effect.  

Sharpening 

Like a gouge, sharpening the knife is frequent and requires it to be 

done every 15 minutes. 

Rich demonstrated several ways to sharpen a knife and it isn’t the 

same way as gouges. One way is to use a piece of leather with a 

honing compound. A second way is a strapping stone. A third way 

is to use the lathe with a flat round piece of wood screwed on the 

headstock and dress the edge with a honing compound. Sandpa-

per should not be used because it damages the bevel of the knife. 

Aids in Carving  

Rich has several items in his carving box that he can achieve a va-

riety of uses. 

A spray bottle of water and alcohol is used to wet an extra dry 

wood. 

A bottle of glue for micro oopses. This bottle has the capacity of 

actually drop one drop at a time. Rich fashioned a tip of a Pentel 

pen on the end to get the micro drops.  

Sandpaper is used to sand off pencil marks. 

An artist type brush used to brush off chips and debris. 

 

Tom Leonard 
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One of Rich’s plain 

Bassword plates that it’s 

appearance was im-

proved with a carved 

pattern. 

Rich’s variety of 

methods to sharpen 

the carving knife. 

Rich’s Tool      

Carving Box 

Rich’s simple heat-

ing tool to trace the 

patterns. 
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Rich’s sitting 

position and 

carving method 

used to carve a 

design on a 

small plate. 
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This is a holding 

jig for odd sizes 

or hard to hold  

pieces when carv-

ing. 

Rich illustrat-

ed the cutting 

point of a 

carving knife 

in reference 

to the reason 

sandpaper is 

not used to 

sharpen the 

knife. 

A sample of  one 

of Rich’s sources 

of patterns. 



 

12 Left: Rich showing 

the jig he made to 

sharpen a knife on 

the lathe. 

Middle Left: The 

spray bottle of water 

and alchol for extra 

dry wood. 

Middle Right: The 

glue bottle with a 

pentel pen nib for 

micro drops. 

On the left is Rich’s 

usual carving knife.  

On the right is a 

larger and thicker  

knife thar Rich says 

is handy to make 

straight lines 

whereas the thinner 

knife tends to get off 

track. 



Logging Walnut in Southern Missouri 

Dan Brandner 

 

Last week I visited my son in southern Mis-
souri where he is a log buyer.  I helped him 
scale 2000 logs for his best logger. He said 
I saved him a day of work at least. These 
logs were on the logger's land so he didn't 
have to split the sale with a landown-
er.  The logger made $340,000, though 
walnut prices are starting their seasonal 
drop again.  

Missouri walnut is not as select as walnut 
farther north (IA, IL, WI, MN) because it grows faster,  has larg-
er growth rings and more possibilities of defects.  Walnut ve-
neer, for example are usually from the more northern 
sources.  Regardless, it is amazing what crotches, cutoffs and 
logs too small (under 9") are discarded, made into firewood or 
rolled into the woods to rot.   

I always try to load the car up for the ride home and just got 
them all anchor-sealed today after returning yesterday.  Here 
are some pictures and a drone video the logger took of his larg-
est job to date.  He cut those logs in 25 days. 

The logs were laid out around the perimeter of the field so my 
son could look at each one, and especially identify the valuable 
logs that could be veneer or exported getting the maximum val-
ue for the logger.  Some of 
the larger ones were 25" and 
30" in diameter butt logs. 

This drone video takes a tour 
of the field.   https://
youtu.be/QxvsZRzv3jg  
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What Dan brought 

home. 

.  %20https:/youtu.be/QxvsZRzv3jg
https://youtu.be/QxvsZRzv3jg
https://youtu.be/QxvsZRzv3jg
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Above: Dan and the logger. 

Below: The crew. 
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Barry Grill 

Barry Grill made an urn out of White Oak 

and  dyed it with a thick water based stain 

called Ultradye. 



 

16 Dan Brandner 

Dan Brandner with a variety bowls, a cup and 

eggs made from Cherry, Walnut, Maple and 

Sycamore. Dan mentioned one being a Char-

cuterie bowl. He says he uses Bees Wax and 

Mineral oil as a finish.  
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John Layde 

John Layde had  three bowls—one was 

made of White Pine, another was made of 

Cherry and third made of Cherry. The 

bowl in the middle is unusual in that it is a 

bowl in a triangle. 
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Tom Leonard 

Tom Leonard showed his Cherry 

Burl plate that is still in finishing 

transition. 
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Tom Leonard 

Tom Leonard showed the handle for 

his vertical lift on his drill press to re-

place the one that broke and couldn’t 

be  replaced by Menards. 
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Bob Collinson 

Four bowls shown by Don        

Collinson. 

Apologies to Don for not getting 

his picture or descriptions of 

these bowls. 
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Ron Bartz 

Pen set with center urn. Wood Oak from a 
ship that sank in Lake Michigan in 1880. 

Finish Danish oil. 



Conversation on CBN Wheels 

Bob Eberhardt 

I was at the shop this morning and put a dial indicator on the 
left and right hand shafts of the grinder.  The left hand shaft 
has about .00005" runout which is very very good.  The right 
hand has about .0001” runout which is still very good.  I 
checked for movement in the bearings on each side and found 
none. 
 
I ran the grinder with no wheels on it and the grinder ran very 
smooth.  The one wheel is wore out and the other wheel is se-
verely out of balance. 
Both wheels need to be replaced.   
 
My recommendation would be to get CBN wheels which 
would eliminate the need for constant dressing.  This would 
also come with new rules about who could use the grinder. 
ONLY those that were qualified to use it would be allowed to 
use it.  There would be strict guidelines about the type of 
tools that would be allowed.  Only HHS would be allowed.  
Mild, and carbon, steel would destroy the wheels.  I checked 
with Craft Supplies and they were out of stock until further 
notice.  They had the best price but they had none.  Randy 
found wheels from Woodturners Wonders for $5.00 and that 
would be a great deal but it puts us right back to needing to 
dress the wheels.  I would love to hear from everyone for 
their input. Let me know what you think. 
 
Randy Patzke 
 
Woodturner Wonders has very good pricing and wider selec-
tion of CBN wheels.   Square corners and radius edges.  The 
Stumpy Nubs you tube on wheel selection is worth watch-
ing.  Given the runout I would think the mounting washers a 
good investment. 
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John DeRyckere 

I agree with getting CBN wheels, I had noticed that the 
last time I sharpened one of the really dull gouges that 
the diameter of the wheel was small enough that you 
couldn't actually rely on a sharpy to set up the grind... 
the old hollow was much shallower than the new hollow. 

I also agree with people getting qualified to use the 
grinder, especially to prevent outside tools from coming 
in for sharpening (since the steel might not be HSS) 

 

Ron Bartz 

Replace with the CBN wheels. We should look at ways to 
prevent misuse.  

 

Randy Patzke 

I agree with getting the CBN wheels.   

Woodturner Wonders has a club pricing for an order of 
$1500 or more (Can be CBN wheels, sanding supplies, 
lights, etc…), 20% in gift cards for club and free shipping 
to a single address.  If you are interested in opening to 
the members to consolidate orders.  Can find under 
home tab. 

 John Layde 

I have standard wheel on one side of my grinder and 
CBN on other with warning sign. It seems to work 
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Pen Wood of the Month 

Shedua 

 

Color/Appearance: Varying shades of yellowish to reddish brown with 

darker brown, gray, or black stripes. Moderately wide sapwood is a pale 

yellow, clearly demarcated from heartwood. Sometimes seen with a curly 

or mottled grain pattern. 

Grain/Texture: Grain is straight to slightly interlocked. Medium to coarse 

texture, with moderate natural luster. 

Endgrain: Diffuse-porous; large pores, very few to few; solitary and radial 

multiples of 2-3; deposits occasionally present; growth rings distinct due to 

marginal parenchyma and slight decrease in pore frequency near growth 

ring borders; parenchyma vasicentric, lozenge, confluent, 

and marginal; narrow to medium rays, normal spacing. 

Common Name(s): Amazique, Amazoue, Mozambique, Ovangkol, 

Shedua 

Scientific Name: Guibourtia ehie 

Distribution: Tropical west Africa 

Tree Size: 100-150 ft (30-45 m) tall, 3-5 ft (1-1.5 m) trunk diameter 

Janka Hardness: 1,330 lbf (5,900 N) 
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Rot Resistance: Rated as moderately durable, with good resistance to in-

sect attack. 

Workability: Overall a fairly easy wood to work, though Ovangkol con-

tains silica and can therefore dull cutters prematurely. Also, if the grain is 

interlocked, or if there is other figure present in the wood, planing and oth-

er machining operations may be troublesome and cause tearout. Turns, 

glues and finishes well. 

Odor: Ovangkol is reported to have a strong unpleasant odor when wet, 

which disappears once the wood has dried. 

Allergies/Toxicity: Besides the standard health risks associated with any 

type of wood dust, no further health reactions have been associated with 

Ovangkol. See the articles Wood Allergies and Toxicity and Wood Dust 

Safety for more information. 

Pricing/Availability: Good availability for both lumber and veneer. Unfig-

ured wood is in the mid-range of imported hardwoods, though curly or fig-

ured wood is likely to be more expensive. 

Sustainability: This wood species is not listed in the CITES Appendices, 

and is reported by the IUCN as being a species of least concern. 

Common Uses: Veneer, furniture, cabinetry, turned objects, musical in-

struments, and flooring. 

Comments: This wood wins the award for the most commonly-used alias-

es, with no single name being predominant. When used in guitars, it’s most 

commonly referred to as Ovangkol. Most other woodworkers favor either 

Shedua or Amazique, while veneer is sometimes sold under the name 

Mozambique. All refer to the same wood species: Guibourtia ehie. 

Related Species: 

Bubinga (Guibourtia spp.)•  

Tiete Rosewood (Guibourtia chodatiana) 

Source: Wood Database: Ovangkol | The Wood Da-

tabase - Lumber Identification (Hardwood) (wood-

database.com)  
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Pen Kit of the Month 

Stark 

The Stark pen kit was purchased from Turner’s Warehouse which 

is in Gilbert Arizona. There was no extolling description. The kits 

were cheap, probably too cheap (see Editors Musings). I got 3 

pens—copper, brass and gunmetal. Each kit was $3.97 and the 

TBC (Turn Between Centers) bushings were 7.25 that were not us-

able for this pen kit. The wood was probably gotten from Turner’s 

Circle, an ebay business which has many usual woods. Based on 

the left over wood, I bought a small piece—probably 2x2x6 for 

about $6.50. I would definitely not recommend this kit because it 

is a bad adaption of “closed end pens.” It can be turned but expect 

to think out of the box on this one. 

Top is Shedue—Middle is Paduak—Lower is Ironwood. 
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Above: Shedua / Olongkol wood “Peeping 

Tom Cat” hand carved by Perry Lancaster. 

Below: Guitar sound board. 
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Above: Shedua log. 

Below: Cross cut Shebua table. 
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Above: Shedua table and chairs. 

Below: Guitar picks. 



Next Demonstration 

To Be Announced 

Ron Bartz 

Casting acrylics, coloring, mixing and turning  
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Meetings are first Wednesday of the month at 7 pm. Open 

house—Coffee and Chips - is the second Saturday of the 

month from 8 am to 12 pm 

Meeting Dates and Demonstrations 

March 2— Ron Bartz –Casting Acrylics, Coloring,    

     Mixing and Turning 

April 6—Mary Weider—To Be Determined 

May 4—Mark Palma—To Be Determined 

June 1—Randy Patzke—To Be Determined 

July 6—To Be Determined 

August 3—To Be Determined 

Open House-Coffee and Chips Dates 

March 12 from 8:00 am to 12:00pm- 

Masks required and Vaccinations sug-

gested. If coming after 10:00 please in-

form us through the web site the night 

before at:

(www.woodturnercvwg@gmail.com) 

 

Meetings and Coffee and Chips are held in the Eau Claire Insu-

lation building at 1125 Starr Ave on the northeast side of Eau 

Claire, Wi. 
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Board of Directors for 2022-2023  

 
 
 

President  Bob Eberhardt   
     
 
Vice President John DeRyckere 
 
          
Treasurer/  Randy Patzke 
Membership   
 
Secretary  John DeRyckere 
Co-Secretary  Tom Leonard 
     
 
Program Director John Layde 
     
 
At Large Director Joe Nycz 
 
     
At Large Director Ron Bartz 
     

Non Board Positions 
 
Newsletter Editor Tom Leonard 
 
Web Master  Jerry Engedal  
 
Members and interested persons may con-
tact the Chippewa Valley Woodturners Guild 
by email at: woodturnercvwg@gmail.com 

Photos of Show and Tell / Gallery items              

provided by : Mary Weider and Demo pictures 

by Bob Eberhardt. 
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