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PREZ SEYZ 

 Well, I hope this news 
letter finds everyone in good 
health and having had a Mer-
ry Christmas and a happy 
end to 2021. The new year 
didn’t start off very good 
with the first meeting need-
ing to be canceled due to 
weather.  I hope that is not a 
forecast of what 2022 is go-
ing to be like.  We need to 
get back to a regular sched-
ule.   
 
We are still in need of bowls 
for Empty Bowls. We will be setting dates for the bowls to be de-
livered to Feed My People at our Feb 2 meeting. Please do what 
you can, They are counting on us to deliver as many as possible.  
Our wooden bowls are always a favorite.   
 
We will also be having a guest speaker from Chippewa Valley 
Technical Collage to talk about a proposed scholarship program.   
 
Our Board of directors is working on a couple of items the club 
has been taking about for awhile.  One item is standardizing our 
tool selection for the shop and another item is how to improve 
the video output to the 2 TV’s so everyone at the meeting can en-
joy what the presenter is showing.  
 
 Our next meeting will be February 2nd and Rich Thelen will be 
demonstrating. Coffee and Chips  will be February 12th.  8:00 to 
12:00. 
 
Bob Eberhardt 
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3 Editor Musings – Can’t throw it away 

Have you ever turned a bowl or plate 

and decided after finishing it was a 

piece of junk? But, wait, there is 

something about the turning that 

makes you want to save it no matter 

what it takes. Maybe it was a disap-

pointing expectation of the turning or 

that you had put so much work into it 

that you can’t let it go to the trash bin 

or fire place. 

That is what my latest dilemma. It 

was a nice piece of Cherry Burl. I 

don’t get many nice pieces to turn so I was hoping to get a really su-

per looking plate out of this. Not that I really had a chance to do 

that because I’m not known for my nearly flawless turnings. I knew 

from the outset that there would be problems because it had cracks 

but I could easily fill with inlay material.  

So, it began. I mounted the wood on a face plate and turned the 

outside. I examined several cracks that needed to be filled and I re-

moved the piece from the lathe and with the chuck still attached I 

filled the cracks with turquoise inlay, I waited for it to dry overnight 

and returned it to the lathe the next day. Turning was excellent.  

Now for the inside. While turning the inside I noticed cracks that 

needed to be filled with inlay. No problem. But there was a prob-

lem. It seems I turned it too thin and one of the outside inlay fills 

was exposed on the inside.  Oops! Even though I noted the location 

of the chuck on the head stock (just in case) it turned out I had to 

remove the chuck to get at the hole which was underneath the jaws 

of the chuck. To add insult to injury, two holes were exposed where 

the screws were.  



Cracks and holes were filled with inlay and returned to the lathe. 

Well, this is where the turning went awry. You probably guessed it 

– the plate was not balanced although it was put in the correct loca-

tion. The problem was the inlay that was under the chuck jaws 

threw it out of balance. Try as I could, I couldn’t level off the plate. I 

had used a mortice for contact with the chuck. Normally I do not 

use a mortice approach, but the plate was too large for my mini 

jaws to turn off a tenon. 

I got it as balanced as I could and finished the turning which I knew 

would not turn out good. After staining, I decided it was junk be-

cause of the lines created by the unbalanced plate. But I had at least 

one possible solution – sanding with drill mounted sanding disks. I 

first used the Hook and Loop system bought from Penn State In-

dustries. This sort of worked but the grit was too high (120). I then 

remembered I had purchased a different set of drill sanding disks 

that I could try if I could find them. 

I asked the cat where I had put it but she gave me a look like it was-

n’t her problem. I finally found the box where these were stored. It 

had 2” disks and 3” disks and no indication of the grit but these felt 

like a lower grit. I used them and it made a lot of difference in elim-

inating the rings but left scratch marks.  

To show my state of determination, I put more layers of shellac on 

the plate and just for the fun of it, started hand sanding with higher 

grit sand paper.  In the process I noticed that the plate became ex-

tremely smooth and the finish was  sort of a satin type of finish and 

even though it still had some scratch lines I found it acceptable for 

now. Whenever I get a whim I’ll resurrect it.  Until then I have a 

pen problem—bushings, pen kit and instructions don’t match but 

the pen kit name is the only consistency. More next month. 

Tom Leonard 
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The Cherry Plate 



Bowls for Feed My People Event 

 

February is at hand and time to turn in 

your turned bowls for the Feed My 

People Event either at the meeting or 

Coffee and Chips. 

John Layde will be handling the trans-

fer to Feed My People and will make 

arrangements to pick up bowls that 

can’t be brought to the clubhouse. 
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CVTC Proposal 

Last fall the Chippewa Valley Woodturners Guild con-

tributed about 150 pens to CVTC’s “Give a Vet a Smile.” 

This was the third year that our group has contributed 

to this event.  

70 veterans came to the event and got pens and 80 pens 

were left. The CVTC, in considering what to do with 

these pens, considered selling the pens on the CVTC 

webpage to raise money to put toward a scholarship for 

a veteran student in the name of the Chippewa Valley 

Woodturners Guild.  

Don Raymond, program director of the CVTC Respirato-

ry Therapy program and Michaela Stendahl from the 

CVTC Foundation were going to be at the January meet-

ing to explain the scholarship. Both will be at the Febru-

ary meeting. 

This meeting will be very important because Don hopes 

to make the scholarship recurrent after finding out what 

the pens will bring. Perhaps  the membership can sug-

gest other items that may be salable for this scholarship. 
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Coffee and Chips  

Coffee and Chips in January which usually is a 

well tended opportunity for new turners to learn 

and members a chance to use a larger lathe was 

sparsely attended but was not dull. Four members 

came and we had a productive and interesting 

time. No coffee—Ron Bartz we need you. 
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Barry Grill 

Below Left: Barry 

Grill turned a ves-

sel with finial in 

which the vessel 

was from piece of 

Amur Maple that 

had neared it’s 

lifespan. 

Below Right: A 

dyed urn. 



 9 John Layde 

John Layde 

turned a snack 

bowl turned in-

side another 

bowl with basket 

illusion feature 

ring.  
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Duane Walker 

Duane Walker  
said  of this mid-
dle picture turn-
ing that it was 
“Just a pot with 
no purpose,  just 
for fun.’ 

Lower Picture: 
“Got into seg-
mented yarn 

bowls this 
month.” 
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Gary Rambo 

Gary Rambo was very busy turning out 
various types of turnings in which he 

said “ My bowls are donated as gifts for 
the many community members who 

contribute to the "Collective Choir" Min-
istries downtown.  My son is the direc-

tor, and they reach out to homeless and 
struggling individuals through the posi-

tive message of gospel choir music.” 
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Gary Rambo 

 

A list of turnings by Gary Rambo 
 
1. Maple burl bowls 
2. & 5.  12-Sided Lidded Walnut Container 
3.  Macintosh Apple Vase 
4.  Box Elder vases and cup 
5.  Walnut container 
6.  Misc. vases, bowls, cup and ball toys, tops from 
various species 
7.  Spalted Birch vases 



 

13 Gary Rambo 

Various vases and a goblet 



 

Color/Appearance: Heartwood can be highly varied in color, usually gray-

ish or olive brown colored, sometimes with streaks of green, blue, or purple. 

The narrow sapwood is pale yellow and is clearly demarcated from heart-

wood. Blue Mahoe is one of very few woods with an overall gray heartwood 

appearance (in its fresh and unweathered state), and perhaps the on-

ly commercially available wood that can exhibit a bluish hue. 

Grain/Texture: Grain is usually 

straight or shallowly interlocked, 

with a uniform fine to medium 

texture and a low natural luster. 

Endgrain: Diffuse-porous; me-

dium to large pores in no specif-

ic arrangement (few to moder-

ately numerous); solitary and ra-

dial multiples or clusters of 2-4; growth rings indistinct; rays not visible 

without lens; parenchyma diffuse-in-aggregates, vasicentric. 

Rot Resistance: Reports range from moderately durable to very durable re-

garding decay resistance. Also reported to be resistant to insect attacks. 

Common Uses: Cabinetry, furniture, turned objects, carvings, musi-

cal instruments, inlay, marquetry, and interior trim. 

Pen Wood of the Month 

Common Name(s): Blue Mahoe 

Scientific Name: Talipariti elatum (syn. Hibiscus elatus) 

Distribution: Native to Cuba and Jamaica; widely planted throughout 

the Caribbean 

Tree Size: 60-70 ft (18-21 m) tall, 1-2 ft (.3-.6 m) trunk diameter 

Janka Hardness: 1,420 lbf (6,320 N) 
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15 Workability: Overall easy to work with both hand and machine tools. 

Turns, glues, and finishes well. 

Odor: Blue Mahoe has a characteristic odor when being worked. 

Allergies/Toxicity: Blue Mahoe has been reported to cause sneezing. See 

the articles Wood Allergies and Toxicity and Wood Dust Safety for more 

information. 

Pricing/Availability: Past over-exploitation has led to very scarce availa-

bility of this lumber. Currently, Blue Mahoe is very seldom exported out of 

its natural range, and wood is typically only available in very small pieces. 

Expect prices to be high for an imported hardwood. 

Sustainability: This wood species is not listed in the CITES Appendices or 

on the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. 

Comments: Blue Mahoe is the national tree of Jamaica, where it’s prized 

as a quality furniture wood. Unfortunately, this wood is now in very low 

supply, and is only infrequently seen (in very small sizes and quantities). 

It’s perhaps one of the only commercial hardwoods in the world that comes 

close to possessing a blue heartwood color. 

Related Species: None. 

Source: Wood Database: https://www.wood-database.com/blue-mahoe/ 

https://www.wood-database.com/blue-mahoe/


16 Pen Kit of the Month 

Turbin Stylus Pen Kit 

This kit came from either Exotic Blanks or Arizona  Silhouette 

(which originated in Arizona but is now in Pennsylvania). Arizona 

Silhouette calls this pen “a stylus pen combining two technologies 

into one to quickly alternate from traditional pen and paper to tab-

let with seamless effort.” 

There were three colors—gold, chrome, and gun metal. I got the 

gold and chrome. Don’t know why I didn’t get the gun metal.  The 

gold was $6.50 and the chrome was $5.70. The drill bit is an 

“O” (which is roughly an 8mm bit but a smidgen larger) which 

could be had for $5.50. The bushings were $3.99.  

This is a click pen with a plastic click device which I don’t particu-

larly care for but the metal ones add to the cost of the pen. The big-

gest problem with plastic clickers is they are not as reliable and will 

be destroyed if pen has to be disassembled.  

Beside the Blue Mahoe  in chrome, the second pen is Olivewood in 

gold. I had to add an inlay onto the Olivewood to save it. 

One note and a caution about non slim line pen kits. You will note 

that the Olivewood pen nib is not out as far as the Blue Mahoe. The 

nib will be either too far out or not far enough if the blanks are ei-

ther too short or too long. In this case the Olivewood was a tad too 

long and the nib is not out as far. Happens a lot for me. 
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Blue Mahoe  leaves and    

flower. 
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Left: A table made 

with Blue Mahoe. 

Lower Left: Blue 

mahoe slabs. 

Editors Note: I 

wasn’t able to get 

a true blue blank 

but these slabs 

and blanks are on 

page 14 will have 

to do. 
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Above: A Blue 

Mahoe bowl 

(not much 

blue here ei-

ther.) 

Middle: Blue 

Mahoe key 

ring 

(someone got 

lucky to get 

some blue). 

Lower: Blue 

Mahoe dice.  

(sort of blu-

ish tones). 



Next Demonstration 
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Carving and Turning 

Rich Thelen 



 

Meetings are first Wednesday of the month at 7 pm. Open 

house—Coffee and Chips - is the second Saturday of the 

month from 8 am to 12 pm 

Meeting Dates and Demonstrations 

February 2— Rich Thelen—Carving and Turning 

March 2— Mary Weider—To Be Determined 

April 6—Ron Bartz -To Be Determined 

May 4—Mark Palma—To Be Determined 

June 1—Randy Patzke—To Be Determined 

July 6—To Be Determined 

Open House-Coffee and Chips Dates 

February12 from 8:00 am to 12:00pm- 

Masks required and Vaccinations sug-

gested. If coming after 10:00 please in-

form us through the web site the night 

before at:

(www.woodturnercvwg@gmail.com) 

Meetings and Coffee and Chips are held in the Eau Claire Insu-

lation building at 1125 Starr Ave on the northeast side of Eau 

Claire, Wi. 
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http://www.woodturnercvwg@gmail.com


Board of Directors for 2022 -2023 

 
 

President  Bob Eberhardt   
     
 
Vice President John DeRyckere 
 
          
Treasurer/  Randy Patzke 
Membership   
 
Secretary  John DeRyckere 
Co-Secretary  Tom Leonard 
     
 
Program Director John Layde 
     
 
At Large Director Joe Nycz 
 
     
At Large Director Ron Bartz 
     

Non Board Positions 
 
Newsletter Editor Tom Leonard 
 
Web Master  Jerry Engedal  
 
Members and interested persons may con-
tact the Chippewa Valley Woodturners Guild 
by email at: woodturnercvwg@gmail.com 

Photos of Show and Tell / Gallery items              

provided by :  
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