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PREZ SEYZ 

 

I feel we have a club 

again. We had good 

attendance for the July 

meeting and a great 

demo by Bob Eber-

hardt on indexing and 

sharpening. I now 

think I know what 

those funny holes in 

the headstock are for!  

Hopefully we can get 

coffee and chips going 

again.   

 

At the August meeting we will learn about bow ties 

from Richard Ryan. The only bows I know about 

are in girls hair or things to shoot arrows with so I 

will learn something new. If you have a topic you 

want to learn about in a demo—-let us know. Also 

I need demos into the fall but please don’t all vol-

unteer at once? 

 

Will see you in August and until then TURN Turn 

Turn  

 

John Layde 
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3 Editor Musings - UPS 

Tom Leonard 

Here’s a new twist on how a 

company is either having the 

public safety in mind or has gone 

overboard on a policy.  

I ordered some pen kits from 

Woodcraft on June 1st. It was 

delivered on June 4th. I was at 

the door when the UPS driver 

delivered the package. Less than 

a minute later the driver re-

turned and informed me that he 

would have to take the package back because he noticed that it had 

a “hold” order on it. What this was about he didn’t know. He just 

knew he had to return it to the dock. Before the night was over, I 

received an email telling me that the package was rescheduled for 

delivery on June 8th. 

I called Woodcraft on the following Monday, the 7th, and described 

the situation. They were perplexed. A supervisor called UPS and 

was told that the package was tagged and being investigated for 

possible fraud and that’s all they were able to find out. Fraud?? 

Fraud for what? 

On June the 8th I checked the UPS site with the package number 

and was startled to find out that the package was redelivered but 

not in Eau Claire, but in Louisville, Kentucky. I again contacted 

Woodcraft to find out if they were aware of this. The said it would 

be investigated but after a couple of days with no word, I called 

Woodcraft again and the situation was passed on to a higher posi-

tion.  



The higher position person called me with some additional news. 

It seems that my package was not the only one to be held back for 

fraud investigation. Woodcraft then decided to send out a dupli-

cate order at no charge to me and if I ever got the original pack-

age, call them and they would send me a label to return it. The du-

plicate order was to be sent overnight (this was Friday) but there 

is no weekend delivery by UPS in the Eau Claire area so it would 

be delivered on Monday the 14th. 

My duplicate order was delivered at 9:30am on Monday the 14th 

and so was the original order that was  held back for fraud. So now 

I have 2 packages with the same contents. I called Woodcraft and 

got a return label and then figured out which package was the 

fraud suspect. It was the one with an added return label. So that’s 

that. Only took 13 days to get the order delivered. 

It certainly would be interesting to find out what there was about 

that package that there was suspected fraud. Did they open it and 

see the contents or Xray it? Was there something in it that was not 

supposed to be? And why were several packages from Woodcraft 

diverted for possible fraud? Perhaps the thinking was that it was-

n’t really Woodcraft that sent these packages. I guess I’ll never 

know. 

Oops!! 

These last few months have not gone well for me. As an example, 

the pen kit in the May issue -Geta—was purchased from Berea has 

a twin that got by me. I purchased 4 pens called Big Wig from 

Woodcraft and it is the same pen kit.  

If that wasn’t bad enough the pen kits that were delayed for possi-

ble fraud (Slim Style Hybrid) are twins for pen kits called Surfix I 

ordered from Berea. I’ll just have to chalk it up to more variety for 

that style of pen.  
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Notice 

Wood Cleanup 

There is still an amount of wood outside the back door of our club. 

This needs to be cleaned out. Though old, pieces recently taken 

have been still good in the middle.  The wood is mostly Walnut 

which was gathered by several members in October of 2018 (See 

November 2018 newsletter for writeup). Please go in back of the 

building and take a few pieces of this wood for it needs to be re-

moved before winter. 
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July Demonstration 

Indexing and Sharpening 

Bob Eberhardt 
 

 Bob Eberhardt covered 

two topics during our 

general meeting: Index-

ing on the lathe, and 

sharpening your tools. 

Indexing is often used 

to route flutes into a 

turned object, such as 

on the body of a vase. 

In order to look correct 

the flutes should be 

evenly spaced. For this 

reason many lathes 

have pin on them that engages holes or notches in a wheel. Each 

of these notches is evenly spaced, for example, on a JET 1221vs 

there are 24 evenly spaced locations (why index? If you call the 

first space position 0, you can count, or index. The next space is 

index 1 and so on). By choosing subsets of these you can evenly 

space from 2 through 24 flutes on your turned piece. Other 

lathes may not have any indexing built in, in which case there 

are third party products that can add the feature, or may have 

some other number of indices. Bob talked about the Powermat-

ic indexing feature and included handouts. 

Bob also demonstrated his jig for routing flutes using the index-

er. It is designed for the Powermatic and ensures that the center 
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of the routing bit travels along the centerline of the drive and tail 

spindles. 

The indexing mechanism can also be used for marking, carving, 

etc. For instance, if you had a vase and wanted to embellish it 

with three evenly spaced carvings the indexing feature could be 

used to accurately mark the regions for the carving.  

Next Bob talked about sharpening, with an emphasis on gouges 

(either bowl or spindle). There are a variety of jigs available to 

help you repeatedly sharpen a gouge and maintain it’s cutting 

profile. This is important because as you use a tool you develop 

muscle memory and an understanding of how it works when pre-

sented to the wood. Change the shape of the tool and this needs 

to be relearned. These jigs come in two pieces generally: A base 

which is used to set the distance to the wheel, and a jig that helps 

to replicate the fingernail and side grind. 

Some manufacturers of these jigs and their particular jig are: 

OneWay: Wolverine grinding jig, Vari-grind fingernail/side 

grinding jig. 

Rikon: Pro Sharpening System, Gouge Grinding Jig 

Peachtree: Pro Grind Sharpening System (all inclusive) 

In order to repeat a grind there are several steps: 

1) Insert the gouge in the jig. There is a specific distance that 

the tool should protrude from the jig. It may be anywhere 

from 1-½” to 3”, check your manufacturer's instructions. 

It’s convenient to build a fixture that lets you set this depth 

without resorting to a ruler. 

 2)  et the side grind. To do this insert the fulcrum of the grind-

ing jig into it’s socket and move it in and out until the  
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full bevel makes contact with the wheel. It’s helpful to mark 

the side grind (and the rest of the edge) with a marker and 

make minute adjustments until the full mark is removed. 

3) Lock in the slide and set the front bevel. Loosen the ten-

sion on the gouge jig and adjust the angle until the wheel 

is in full contact with the front bevel. Lock the gouge jig. 

Your tool manufacturer may have advice available on their web-

site for recommended jig settings. 

There are two main types of wheels used for grinding. The tradi-

tional white wheels, made from a friable material. Friable means 

that the cutting surface of the wheel fractures off revealing a 

new cutting surface. A more modern wheel is the CBN wheel 

(cubic boron nitride), which has an extremely durable abrasive 

embedded in a metal wheel. It’s important not to use high car-

bon steels (or other soft metals) on on these wheels as it will 

clog the wheel and cause overheating.  Submitted by John 

DeRyckere 
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July Demonstration Addendum 

Bob started off by talking about Morse Tapers. A Morse Taper is 
an angled object meant to fit in a straight slot.  Someone had 
asked him about making a Morse Taper for a project.  Making a 
taper to hold a piece to turn a finial would be a reason to make 
your own since manufactured tapers have a specific use- mostly 
to hold a piece of a tool. Tapers are common on Lathes being es-
sential to a Jacobs Chuck and pen mandrels. Making one is a 
matter of knowing the length and width of the ends of the taper 
and turning a piece of wood into a taper shape with those di-
mensions.  

The most common taper is #1 and #2, but there are other taper 
lengths and dimensions (see chart). Beside the Morse Taper 
there is a Jacobs Taper. The Jacob’s Taper is called a machine 
taper and the Morse is a variant of the Jacobs (best I can figure 
out – editor). See charts on page 15 and 16. 
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Bob illustrates what a taper is—an angle 

form that fits into a straight form. 
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Bob illustrates what an index wheel looks like  

- a peg is inserted into an indentation to form 

a stop or point. 
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Bob demonstrating on a wheel the turning 

of  the index which translates into an       

angle. 
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The completed 8 point indexing on the 

wheel. See page 19 for full explanation of 

the 8 points. 
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Bob was illustrating why a bowl gouge 

does a complete cut in a wide bowl (above) 

and why the bowl gouge would not make a 

complete cut in a deep bowl (below). 



 14 
Bowl gouge on 

the left and a 

spindle gouge on 

the right. 

Bob sets the 

distance  

from the 

grinder to 

the jig. 

Bob  

demon-

strates the 

distance set 

and resting 

on the plat-

form rest.. 

Bob did not 

show tool 

handle on 

the tool 

rest.  



 
15 Bob had some technical specs for anyone 

interested in making their own tapers. 
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Other technical specs covered the indexing 
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Sources for Sharpening Gouges 

 

AAW Elements of Woodturning : Sharpening Turning Tools 

sharpeningturningtoolsbookdo.pdf (mnwoodturners.com)  

 

Woodcraft: Sharpening Turning Tools Made Simple 

Sharpening Turning Tools Made Simple (woodcraft.com)  

https://www.mnwoodturners.com/cms-files/sharpeningturningtoolsbookdo.pdf
https://www.woodcraft.com/blog_entries/sharpening-turning-tools-made-simple


Ecuador Mission 

John De Ryckere’s girlfriend, Dr. Jaime Miller, would like 

to thank the members of Chippewa Valley Woodturners 

with their hand made toys. Her most recent medical trip 

was to Ecuador, where most of the children did not have 

any toys, even hand me downs. The kids faces would light 

up when they were gifted a toy, and helped to get over 

some of their fears when dealing with these masked for-

eigners.  

Special thanks to Mark Palma, Gary Rambo, and Joe 

Nycz! 
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Adrian York with a Cherry Burl bowl. 

Adrian York 



 23 
Joe York 

Joe York made  a Box Elder bowl. 



 24 
Barry Grill 

Barry Grill made a very large bowl out of 

a Walnut slab. 



 25 
Joe Nycz 

Joe Nycz said of this Show and Tell  “The part that I 
demoed is to be cut into rings and stacked then glued 

and turned into a ring bowl or a ring platter. 

The 12 pieces were cut on a band saw in the curved 
pattern and glued together. (See pages 31 and 32 for 

more). 



 26 
Dan Goller 

Dan Goller made a 

carving on one of the 

two Walnut bowls he 

turned. 



 27 
Mark Palma 

Mark Palma  shows a 

bowl he turned and 

finished with  Watco 

which was washed 

over a hundred times 

to test the  durability 

of the finish. He said 

it had stood up well. 

Mark also had a stack 

of Mahogany plates 

he turned only by eye 

to see if he could 

turn them all to near 

the same size. 



 28 
Joe Felling 

Joe Felling turned 

numerous hollow 

forms. 

Editors Note: My 

apologies to Joe 

for not getting a 

better picture. 



 29 

Bruce Tremble 

Bruce Tremble brought an old lidded  box 

made of several woods he thought was a 

least 20 years old. He brought it to show 

the workmanship and decried that this 

bowl was sold for only $5.00 and stated 

that often workmanship is not valued as it 

should be. 



 30 
Paul Meske 

Paul Meske 

made a Birch 

bowl and an 

Apricot bowl. His 

main Show and 

Tell was to talk 

about and 

demonstrate 

Odies Oil. He fin-

ished a small ar-

ea on the Apricot 

bowl and passed 

the bowl around 

for opinions. 

Paul said despite 

the containers 

claim he didn’t 

think it meas-

ured up. 



AT HOME SHOW AND TELL 31 

Here is the 
segmented urn 
I talked about 

at the June 
meeting. I did-

n’t have it 
done for July, 

and need to 
deliver it the 
funeral home 

before our Au-
gust meeting.  

Bob Wilcox 



 32 

Fred Steffens 

Circa 1980, one 

of three spin-

ning wheels I 

made in that 

era. A farmer 

friend gave me a 

Cherry tree, two 

are from that 

tree plus other 

furniture; had 

no idea what 

a  "s-chuck" 

was, had a ma-

chine shop 

make me an 

adapter for the 

live center, only 

had a face plate! 

Too bad I didn't 

have a CVWG 

back then, 

would have kept 

the antique 

lathe. 



Joe Nycz’s Curved Segmented Bowl Gig 

At this month’s Show and Tell Joe showed a curved segmented 

piece that he was going to turn it into a stacked ring bowl. To get 

the effect of a curve Joe had to make a gig to cut the segments in 

curves. Here are some pictures of that gig. 

33 

The curve      

segment gig set 

up and ready to 

cut. 

A curved       

segment is cut 

with the gig. 
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Curved       

segmented 

blanks glued 

and ready to 

cut into a ring 

bowl. 

Another view 

of the curved 

segment in gig 

after cutting 



Pen Wood of the Month 

Common Name(s): Mora 

Scientific Name: Mora excelsa, M. gonggrijpii 

Distribution: Northeastern South America (primarily Guyana and Suri-

name) 

Tree Size: 100-130 ft (30-40 m) tall, 2-3 ft (.6-1.0 m) trunk diameter 

Janka Hardness: 2,300 lbf (10,230 N) 

Color/Appearance: Heartwood is light to medium reddish brown. Wide 

pale yellow-brown sapwood is clearly demarcated from heartwood. 

Grain/Texture: Has a straight to interlocked grain, with a medium to 

coarse texture. Good natural luster. 

Endgrain: Diffuse-porous; large pores in no specific arrangement, few; 

solitary and radial multiples of 2-3; heartwood deposits present; narrow 

rays faintly visible without lens, normal spacing; parenchyma vasicen-

tric,lozenge, winged, confluent, and marginal. 

Rot Resistance: Mora is rated as durable to very durable, and also has 

good resistance to insect attacks. 

Workability: Pieces with interlocked grain can be difficult to work, fre-

quently resulting in tearout during machining operations. Mora also has 

a pronounced blunting effect on cutting edges. 

Odor: Mora can have an unpleasant and sour odor while being worked. 
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Allergies/Toxicity: Mora has been reported to cause respiratory irrita-

tion. See the articles Wood Allergies and Toxicity and Wood Dust Safe-

ty for more information. 

Pricing/Availability: Mora is used within its native range, and is only 

occasionally exported. When available, prices should be  moderate for 

an imported hardwood. 

Sustainability: This wood species is not listed in the CITES Appen-

dices or on the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. 

Common Uses: Flooring, boatbuilding, heavy (exterior) construction, 

and turned objects. 

Comments: Not to be confused with a striped Guatemalan wood that is 

also sometimes marketed as “Mora,” which is almost universally misla-

beled as Maclura tinctoria. Mora excelsa can be distinguished by a 

more uniform and consistent color, as well as a coarser texture and an 

unpleasant sour odor when being worked. 

Source: Mora | The Wood Database - Lumber Identification 

(Hardwood) (wood-database.com)  
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https://www.wood-database.com/mora/
https://www.wood-database.com/mora/


Pen Kit of the Month 

Sierra Grip Ballpoint Pen 
This was one of the 10 pens that came in the April Berea Big Box. It 

was one of two that were new metal colors—which were Satin 

Chrome/Chrome and Chrome/Satin Chrome. Price was  not availa-

ble for these new colors. However, other Sierra Grip pens ranged 

from a low of $12.43 for the  Chrome/Gunmetal  to $16.50 for the 

Titanium/Chrome version.  Drill bit is a biggy at 27/64th that can 

be had for $6.60 and the bushings for $4.99. 

Berea describes it as “A unique new pen design. The ultimate in 

comfortable and enjoyable writing. The front section is a unique 

three sided shape-somewhat like a indented triangle. This creates 

an extremely comfortable grip surface. The shape itself is very in-

teresting and pleasing to look at-this blends together with the rest 

of the pen creates a very nice looking pen .” 

It was a bit top heavy for my taste but most all pens with a 27/64 

drill bit are heavy.  

The other Sierra Grip blank is an antler  
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Mora tree and leaves and fruit 
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Mora wood used to turn a cup and Mo-

ra veneer for guitar soundboard. 



Next Demonstration 

Bow Tie Inlay 

Richard Ryan 

 

Richard Ryan will be doing a demo on bow tie inlays and 
talk about a few new products and ways to prevent getting 
to thin on the bottom of bowls. Bow Ties are put in bowl 
platters etc. to control the crack, cover imperfection etc..  

40 



 

Meetings are first Wednesday of the month at 7 pm. Open 

house—Coffee and Chips - is the second Saturday of the 

month from 8 am to 12 pm 

Meeting Dates and Demonstrations 

August 4— Richard Ryan—Bow Tie Inlay 

September 1—Paul Meske—Making Bowls with less 

      than perfect wood 

October 6—To Be Determined 

November 3—To Be Determined 

December 1—To Be Determined 

January  5—To Be Determined 

Open House-Coffee and Chips Dates 

August 14—Vaccinated people only.  

8am to 12 pm 

Meetings and Coffee and Chips are held in the Eau Claire Insu-

lation building at 1125 Starr Ave on the northeast side of Eau 

Claire, Wi. 
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Board of Directors for 2020 -2021 

 
 

President  John Layde 
     
 
Vice President Bob Eberhardt 
            
  
Treasurer/  Randy Patzke 
Membership   

 
Secretary  John DeRyckere 
 

 
Program Director Mark Palma 
     
 
At Large Director Joe Nycz 
     
 

Non Board Positions 
 
 
Newsletter Editor Tom Leonard 
     
 
Web Master  Jerry Engedal  
 
  

Members and interested persons may con-
tact the Chippewa Valley Woodturners Guild 
by email at: woodturnercvwg@gmail.com 

Photos of Show and Tell / Gallery items              

provided by : Tom Leonard 
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