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A familiar tree—the Cotton-

wood—has a black version. 



PREZ SEYZ 

 
 

We had a small turnout for the Ju-
ly meeting.  There were several 
beautiful projects that were shown 
at show and tell. Mary had a beau-
tiful Pine and epoxy bowl she fin-
ished.  Rick Bauer gave a great 
demo on multi axis turning.  It is 
great to have Rick back in town.  
We will be looking for HELP at 
the Chain Saw Competition Au-
gust 11-14, 2022.  We will have 2 
lathes running that will have peo-
ple making pens.  We need help 
setting up, taking down and helping in the booth.  Please think 
about helping the club grow by helping at the event. 
 
Next club meeting will be August 3rd 2022. Social hour starts at 
6:00PM and the meeting and demo starts at 7:00 PM. 
 
Don’t forget Coffee and Chips, Saturday August 6th from 8:00 to 
12:00.  We will be getting ready for the Chainsaw event. 
 
The annual club picnic was Saturday July 16th from 11:00AM to 
3:00PM at Bob and Pam’s Cabin near Colfax.  It was a small 
turnout but we had a fun time. 
 
See you at the next meeting! 

Bob 
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3 Editor Musings – CVWG and the Chainsaw 

Competition 

I believe this will be the fifth 

time our group will be at this 

event. Before this event there 

was the Woodturning Expos 

that our group actually spon-

sored. It was a different mix of 

sellers and public interest. The 

Expos had wood sellers, wood-

carvers, sales exhibits for 

woodturning, woodcarving and 

a silent auction to name a few. 

The chainsaw event is a bit dif-

ferent. The contest participants 

are the main attraction but there is also individual chainsaw sculp-

turers out there to sell their sculptures which are done at the same 

time as the competition, but also for future commissions. Oddly or 

not, the wood carvers and the wood turners are the only other 

groups with booths. The concessions are there of course and the 

logging camp tours, but as you can see, oddly lacking are a number 

of sellers of wood related crafts. 

Members who are new to the CVWG and older members who have 

not participated in this event may not know what it takes to put to-

gether our part of this event and you may be surprised at the items 

that are needed. At first glance, one will note the 2 lathes and items 

for sale on the tables. John Deryckere who has handled the sched-

uling of members to man the booth has listed 30 items needed to 

be gathered and packed to be brought to the site. I looked at the list 

and added ten more items.  

 



A trailer is needed for the lathes and most of the packed items 

which require several members to load the trailer, unload the trail-

er and set up lathes and other items. We should need at least 3 to 4 

members to man the booth at any one time. I realized that most of 

our membership do not live in Eau Claire and I know it can be a 

hardship to drive to Eau Claire. We need members who can sign up 

for the morning or afternoon. A few members will be there for most 

if not all of the day to fill in those hours. In years past, some mem-

bers who have not signed up wandered in and helped for an hour of 

two.  

Except for the initial loading and setup starting at 8:00am Friday, 

the hours start at 10:00am. Friday hours are from 10:00 to 5:00, 

Saturday hours are from 10:00 to 7:00 and Sunday from 10:00 to 

4:00.  Whether we will go beyond 4:00pm will depend on 

volunteers and crowd,  but we will need members to move all 

but the lathes to a secure basement across the way. About 3:00pm 

on Sunday we will be cleaning up and loading the trailer to be un-

loaded at the clubhouse. 

Volunteers will not need to pay to get in. Just tell them 

you are there to work in the CVWG booth. 

We have a box with many items left over from the last chainsaw 

event and some will be put out for sale again. However, it would be 

good to have some new items. The pens will be in 2 display cases 

and there will be a list of the kit name, the blank name (if known) 

and origin (if wood) and the price for each. Slimline pens are in the 

minority this time but each will have a specialty clip. Higher end 

pens will be in the majority but prices will still be negotiable.  

Tom Leonard 
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July Demonstration 

Offset Goblet 

Rick Bauer 

Rick started off by showing many 

assorted vases, bowls and etc. 

that he had turned. He stated his 

favorite turning wood is Butter-

nut and spalted Maple and com-

mented that Butternut is getting 

rare because they are dying out. 

A few comments in the beginning 

were that he preferred wet wood 

to dry; getting spalted wood is a 

matter of being at the right time 

and the right place; and that not 

all woods need to have a finish to look good. 

Rick had an example of Fractal Burning and though it was a beauti-

ful piece he warned it was highly dangerous to do and advised not 

to do it. 

Offset turning a goblet involves 3 steps: 

Step 1: Round off piece of wood to the size wanted for the cup. Use 

a forstner bit to clean out most of the wood in the cup and finish up 

with the tool of choice – his is a carbide bit to cleanup the onside of 

the cup. Sand the cup inside and out. 

Step 2: Turn the piece slightly in the chuck for the offset. It doesn’t 

have to be much. Turn center part of the piece in what he called the 

“lip” below the cup. Sand the middle part. 

Step 3: Return the piece to regular position in the chuck to turn the 

bottom, sand and part off.  
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Step 1: Turn 

out the cup. 
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Step 2: Move piece slightly off cen-

ter to make the center “lip.”  

Step 3: Return piece to non offset 

to turn foot and part off. 
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Finished offset goblet. 
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Rick Bauer 

Above: Log to 

Vase 

Right: Walnut 

vase. 
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Rick  Bauer 

Rick Bauer 

shows his 

Fractal Burn-

ing and advis-

es everyone to 

not to do it. 
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Other varied vases. 

Rick Bauer 
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Above: A natural edge bowl. 

Below Left: An enhanced vase. 

Below Right: an unusual wood 

grained bowl.   

Rick Bauer 
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Below: Rick Bauer shows a 

spalted vase as an example of one 

doesn’t always need to put a fin-

ish on the piece to look good. 

Rick Bauer 
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Rick Bauer 

More good 

turnings of  

Rick Bauer. 



 

15 

A full array sample of Rick     

Bauers  turnings 



 

16 Mary Weider 

Mary Weider turned this interesting 

looking wood (possibly Norfolk 

Pine) and then put it in a pressure 

pot to infuse it with a resin. 



 

17 Dan Goller 

Dan Goller shows a pen  

made of Cherry burl. 
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Paul Meske 

Paul Meske had a lot Poplar trees 

so why turn a few bowls with it. 



 

19 Tom Leonard 

Tom shows last month’s pen 

wood  (Chakte Viga) and pen kit 

of the month (Sierra  Diverse). 



 

20 Tom Leonard 

Tom shows a 

pen display 

case with pens 

and a listing of 

each pen  and 

location. This 

is his attempt 

to better dis-

play the pens 

for sale at the 

Chainsaw 

Event next 

month. 



A Tour of HBM (Holland Bowl Mill) 

Dan Brandner 

In early July, we traveled to 

southern Michigan for relaxa-

tion and to visit some fami-

ly.   We were staying near 

South Haven MI  and on a 

potentially rainy day, my wife 

suggested we head up to Hol-

land MI.  Now it wasn't on my 

to-do list but she suggested 

we stop at the Holland Bowl 

Mill. I had read about them 

and even seen a video of their 

bowl making process so visit-

ing sounded like fun. 

My first impressions were 

that the facility was smaller 

than I expected and didn't really have that many employees.  We 

were given a full tour of the facility and got to watch the bowl mak-

ers in action.  There was also a CNC machine rough cutting out var-

ious wood kitchen utensils.  One operator was turning out bowls 

from the larger blanks and I took a video of that activity. Most of 

the other operators were at various sanding stations or finishing 

stations. 

The turning operation consisted of turning large green wood 
blanks and using their specially made equipment trying to get as 
many bowls out of the same blank as they could. The rough bowls 
are then placed in a steam room for a few hours before being re-
moved the next day. This was said to remove the sap in the wood, 
before they were pulled out onto drying shelves for, I think it was 3  
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months.  The bowls are never turned again, so they naturally adjust 

in shape, and some crack too. 

The rest of the process is the power sanding of the both the tops 
and bottoms for flatness, then the curved surfaces. In additional 
steps, they are hand sanded before being dipped into mineral oil to 
begin the finishing process. Using up even failed bowls, some with 
cracks may be reshaped into square or heart shaped bowls.  Some  

are cut in half and made into wall shelves or sconces.  Bowls with 

larger voids in them may be filled with epoxys to accent them. You 

can see some of these items in the photos. 

None of the turned items seemed to me to be of what I would call 

"fine" craftsmanship. The thickness of the bowls is uniform and ra-

ther thick giving them a heavy look. But customers seem to like 

them, and they do have orders to fill.  The very large bowls, I think 

24" inch, are quite unique.  A set of of nesting bowls that stayed 

round would be pretty cool too.  Alas, I didn't buy anything as I'm a 

turner now with a few more ideas to work on. 
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26 Dan has provided a link to a drop box which has 
these picture plus a short video of one employee 
turning a bowl. /the video is file IMG_3396.MOV. 

Note the tools he is using and the setup to turn is 
different. 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/4p1gdjvb3jh67u0/
AADD1HUYeuscrWhdmfyJ6EiQa?dl=0 

 

Earlier Date For August Coffee and 

Chips 

Since the second Saturday we will be at the 

Chainsaw event, the first Saturday the 6th will be 

the monthly Coffee and Chips. Volunteers should 

try to be there in order for be briefed on our ac-

tivities at the Chainsaw event. 

This Space reserved for foolish-

ness but I couldn’t find any.   I 

guess I didn’t try hard enough. 

There must be some out there! 

https://www.dropbox.com/sh/4p1gdjvb3jh67u0/AADD1HUYeuscrWhdmfyJ6EiQa?dl=0
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/4p1gdjvb3jh67u0/AADD1HUYeuscrWhdmfyJ6EiQa?dl=0


Whatever Happened to Randy 

Now we know. He’s building a shop in Tennessee. Has a 

cabin across the street. 

Lucky guy. 
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Pen Wood of the Month 

Color/Appearance: Heartwood tends to be a light brown. Sapwood is a 

pale yellow to nearly white, and isn’t clearly demarcated, tending to grad-

ually blend into the heartwood. 

Grain/Texture: Grain is gen-

erally straight to slightly irregu-

lar or interlocked. Uniform me-

dium texture with low natural 

luster. 

Endgrain: Diffuse-porous; sol-

itary and radial multi-

ples; medium pores in no spe-

cific arrangement, moderately numerous to numerous; parenchyma mar-

ginal; narrow rays, spacing fairly close. 

Rot Resistance: Rated as non-durable, and also susceptible to insect at-

tack. 

Workability: Easy to work with hand and machine tools, though sharp 

cutters are necessary when planing to avoid fuzzy surfaces, (subsequent 

fine-sanding may be necessary to obtain a smooth surface). Responds 

poorly to steam bending. Does not split easily, and has poor nail-holding 

capability. Wood has a tendency to warp and distort during drying. Glues 

and finishes well. 
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Common Name(s): Black Cottonwood 

Scientific Name: Populus trichocarpa 

Distribution: Northwestern North America 

Tree Size: 80-150 ft (25-45 m) tall, 5-6 ft (1.5-2.0 m) trunk diame-

ter 

Janka Hardness: 350 lbf (1,560 N) 



Odor: Has a sour odor when green, which disappears once the wood is 

dry. 

Allergies/Toxicity: Besides the standard health risks associated with any 

type of wood dust, no further health reactions have been associated with 

Black Cottonwood. See the articles Wood Allergies and Toxici-

ty and Wood Dust Safety for more information. 

Pricing/Availability: Cottonwood is generally regarded as low-

value wood, and isn’t commonly harvested or available as lumber—

though it can usually be found throughout its natural range for utility pur-

poses. Carving blocks or burl blanks are sometimes available for hobbyist 

purposes. Prices are low for a domestic hardwood. 

Sustainability: This wood species is not listed in the CITES Appendices 

or on the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. 

Common Uses: Boxes/crates, veneer, plywood, and various utility 

purposes. 

Comments: So named for its cotton-like strands that accompany the 

tree’s seeds in the spring. Black Cottonwood is the largest hardwood tree 

in western North America. 

Related Species: 

• White Poplar (Populus alba) 

• Balsam Poplar (Populus balsamifera) 

• Eastern Cottonwood (Populus deltoides) 

• Bigtooth Aspen (Populus grandidentata) 

• Black Poplar (Populus nigra) 

• European Aspen (Populus tremula) 

• Quaking Aspen (Populus tremuloides) 

 

Source:Black Cottonwood | The Wood Database - Lum-
ber Identification (Hardwood) (wood-database.com)  
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Pen Kit of the Month 

Yari 

Yari was purchased from Beartooth Woods in Colorado Springs 
Colorado. As I looked at the name I wondered whether it was 
named after the Beartooth Mountains. This company owner Er-
nie McFarlane occasionally sends pictures of  the scenic moun-
tains outside his residence. However, the mountains are not the 
Beartooth which is in northern Wyoming. Too far away to be 
seen.  

I had ordered 4 kits and oddly enough I ordered 2 more a month 
later. It’s a mystery to me but I must have had a reason. 

Four of these pen kits had a coating called Hardite which is a 
made at a company named Hardite Coatings in Martinsville, VA 
the parent company is in the U.K. Hardite was described as an 
“advanced tungsten carbide / tungsten metal matrix composite 
coating.” Maybe that is too much information but I was curious. 

There were only four color coatings available and Hardite was on 
three of the four: Hardite and Gunmetal; Hardite and Chrome; 
Chrome and Hardite; and Chrome and Gunmetal.  

Cost of the kits ranged from $10.50 to $7.50 (November 2021 
prices). Bushings were $4.99 and a 25/64 drill bit was $4.00. 
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Here are the 6 pens that were made. I really don’t know which 
part is the Hardite. The six blanks are: 

 Black Cottonwood 

 Red Cedar 

 Stabilized Buckeye 

 Cocobolo 

 Rosewood 

 Stabilized Maple 
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Black Cottonwood 

tree and the thick  

easily recognized 

bark. 
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Above: Cottonlike covering of seeds for dispersal. 

Below: The Black Cottonwood is Dioecious which 

means it needs a male and a female tree. Below left 

is the male catkin and right is the female catkin. 



Next Demonstration 

The Worst Pen To Make 

Tom Leonard 

In this demonstration Tom will go through 

the steps of making the worst pen and ex-

plaining why with the help of Dan Goller 

and Paul Meske who volunteered to try to 

make this pen. 

CANCELLED DUE TO ILLNESS 
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Meetings are first Wednesday of the month at 7 pm. Open 

house—Coffee and Chips - is the second Saturday of the 

month from 8 am to 12 pm 

Meeting Dates and Demonstrations 

August 3—Tom Leonard -The Hardest Pen To Turn 

September 7—John DeRyckere -To Be Determined 

October 5—To Be Determined 

November 2—To Be Determined 

December 7—To Be Determined. 

January 4—To Be Determined 

Open House-Coffee and Chips Dates 

Date Change for August 

August 6 from 8:00 am to 12:00pm- 

Masks not required (if not turning) and 

Vaccinations suggested. If coming after 

10:00 please inform us through the web 

site the night before at:

(www.woodturnercvwg@gmail.com) 

Meetings and Coffee and Chips are held in the Eau Claire Insu-

lation building at 1125 Starr Ave on the northeast side of Eau 

Claire, Wi. 
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Board of Directors for 2022-23  

 
 

President  Bob Eberhardt   
     
 
Vice President John DeRyckere 
 
          
Treasurer/  Randy Patzke 
Membership   
 
Secretary  John DeRyckere 
Co-Secretary  Tom Leonard 
     
 
Program Director John Layde 
     
 
At Large Director Joe Nycz 
 
     
At Large Director Ron Bartz 
     

Non Board Positions 
 
Newsletter Editor Tom Leonard 
 
Web Master  Jerry Engedal  
 
Members and interested persons may con-
tact the Chippewa Valley Woodturners Guild 
by email at: woodturnercvwg@gmail.com 

Photos of Show and Tell / Gallery items              

provided by : Mary Weider 
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