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PREZ SEYZ 

 

 

This will be short as I 

have a hand in a cast. I 

took  a fall and messed up 

my hand at the last 

woodturners meeting and 

since I was the program 

we had no program.  Bob 

Eberhardt will be more 

careful when he presents 

in July on indexing and 

tool sharpening.  For 

those of you who have not 

come back since covid we 

again are a club.  Coffee 

and chips started this 

month and all who are vaccinated are welcome.  If you are not 

vaccinated you are now welcome at the general meetings but 

please wear a mask. Come see us in July and till then TURN 

TURN TURN (cuz I cant!) 

John Layde 
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3 Editor Musings – Return to Berea Big Box 

Club 

After my last shipment of capped 

pens which I returned and told 

them that nobody wants this type 

of pen in this area, I switched 

over to the Premium selection 

from the Basic selection. It cost 

more - $99.00 compared to 

$49.00 – but I thought I might 

get better pen kits. 

Well, surprise! The Premium se-

lection yielded 10 kits - 8 ink and 2 

pencils plus the bushings. Oddly, 4 

of the pen kits were the one-blank type related to the capped 

pens that I rejected last month. But (there usually is a But!!) the 

issue is the colors of the hardware. Granted, Berea states that the 

pen kits will be of colors “not yet available elsewhere.” I’m begin-

ning to get the idea that they are testing the acceptance of these 

colors. 

Here is my real problem with this. These colors are hard to 

match up in any way to wood blanks. So, I have resorted to get-

ting more acrylic blanks in some fairly wild colors. Some exam-

ples: Copper Lightning; Pink Grapefruit; Confetti; Jungle Cameo; 

Earth’s Core; Vivid Renaissance; Patriot; and Rhino Zen. 

Examples of the hardware colors: Black Chrome (not too bad); 

Antique Copper; Antique Nickel; Antique Gold; Satin Chrome / 

Chrome; Chrome / Satin Chrome; Matte Rose Gold; Matte and 

Shiny Rose Gold; Satin Chrome and Chrome (pencil); and 

Chrome and Satin Chrome (pencil). The Rose Gold is the most  

 



perplexing to match. I was thinking that Pink Grapefruit might 

make a match. 

So, you are probably asking yourself why didn’t I send them 

back. I started this with the idea of making several pens with dif-

ferent blanks to increase the appeal of pens to the buyer. An ex-

ample of this was in the last month’s newsletter I had made 4 

pens with the RAW style. Before that I had made 4 pens of the 

Ikon style. In this issue there are four examples of the Virage 

style one of the recent Berea offerings. 

I’ve actually completed all the 8 pens and 2 pencils. The Virage 

accounts for 4 of them (the 4 on the left). More on the others in 

later editions, but I have included a picture of all of them togeth-

er. The longest ones are the pencils. There are 3 woods, 2 antlers 

and 5 acrylics.   

4 



June Demonstration Cancelled 

Due to an unfortunate mishap, John Layde was unable to give his 

demonstration on simple plate turning and basket illusion.  

Randy Patzke lead the meeting. The attendance was about 15 so it 

was decided to go around the room and let everyone introduce 

themselves and tell what projects they were working on. 

Randy Patzke 

Randy related a experiment of drying wood by wrapping it with 

Tyvek and some wood shavings. Said it took about 6 months to 

dry. 

Bob Hindel 

Bob wondered how to price things that you make. When he looks 

on line and at shows prices are sometimes quite a bit apart.                                                                 

Bob also commented that he made cheese boards using colored 

veneers. Some colors work and some do not.                                                                                   

Bob also wondered how to convince the wife to buy an expensive 

tool. The general answer is to be sure she gets something also ex-

pensive and can’t deny your expense. 

Dick Carlson 

Dick related that he had completed 60 Muskie baits.                                                                          

Dick also said he had a batch of burls he was going to make into 

natural edge bowls.                                                                                 

He also made a vase for a friend. 

Rich Thelen 

Rich said he is the president of the carvers club and spends most 

of his time carving. He is decorating his segmented bowls with 

color and pyrography. 
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Joe York 

Joe said he is new at woodturning and his interest began when he 

got interested in turning a lamp base with his grandson Adrian. 

Adrian York 

Adrian said he was working with Epoxy and wondered how to get 

the bubbles out. Ron Bratz said to use a pressure pot to squeeze 

the bubbles out. 

Bob Wilcox 

Bob said he took Bob Eberhardt’s class twice. He has outfitted his 

shop with a Laguna lathe and will be turning an urn of segmented 

cedar. 

Paul Meske 

Paul related his early misadventures in wood turning and wasn’t 

interested in turning until he moved in with his dad who bought a 

lathe for him even though he didn’t ask for it. Joined club to learn 

to turn. Paul said he has made 30 bowls so far for Feed My People. 

Bill Sutton 

Bill said he is still a novice and has made a few bowls. He is now 

doing some segmenting with Ron Bartz being his mentor. 

Ron Bartz 

Ron said he has been in the club from the beginning and finds it 

to be a real joy. He is also into segmenting. 

Bob Collinson 

Bob said he was previously a metal worker and said metals were 

easier that wood. Bob makes pigtails to flip steaks. He also makes 

bowls and has about 80 laying around. Bob uses a Powermatic 

lathe. 
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Dan Goller 

Dan said that he is a retired veterinarian and still very early in my 
turning.  Carving is his first enjoyment. He enjoys  turning pens 
and smaller pieces such as ornaments and hopes to incorporate 
the carving into some turnings.   

Tom Leonard 

Tom said he was busy making pens for Smiles for Vets and when 

the club has it’s next outing.  Other than the pens Tom said he 

was going to turn a handle for his drill press that broke.  

———————————————————————————————— 

Questions and Answers 

Paul Meske asked about sanding “wood” smears.  

Barry Grill said it sounded like an endgrain issue. He should 

sand the endgrain with a low grit paper and to sand with a wax. 

Ron Bartz added that buildup on the sand paper can be a prob-

lem and suggested one use Abernet to sand. Abernet is porous 

and can be cleaned and reused several times. 

A comment was made about the poor quality of 3M sandpaper. A 

member said the quality has improved since 3M is making it in 

Canada instead of China. 

Randy Patzke reminded everyone that the group can get a 10% 

discount from Klingpors Woodworking with their club member-

ship. (ed. Note:  Also from Woodcraft).  
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8 
“Let’s Paint the Town”  

July 24th, Saturday, 10:00am to 5:00pm in Downtown Me-

nomonie, WI 

Our CVWG will be represented at this event by guild members 

from Dunn Co. We will have an outdoor table to share the craft of 

woodturning, turned items to show a variety of turnings, woods 

plus and techniques. We will not be turning but will show a cou-

ple YouTubes of wood turners turning. We will answer questions 

and share information, our pamphlet, and introduce interested 

visitors to our Guild. 

If you are in Menomonie stop by, say Hello. The Western Wis-

consin Woodcarver’s Guild table will be next door to us.  

PS: If any member has an 8’ x 8’ straight leg canopy that we could 

borrow for the July 24th event please contact me, Dennis Ciesiel-

ski  715-233-0236 or by email -daciesie@gmail.com 

Thrift Sale Find 

I stopped by a thrift sale in my neighborhood and spied 2 wooden 

bowls—a large one and a small one. I examined them and discov-

ered they were made by club members. There was a large Box El-

der bowl made by Barry Grill dated 2011. The other bowl was a 

smaller Box Elder labeled GUN (aka Grampa Up North—Dick 

Prouty). I asked the homeowner where these came from. It 

turned out she was connected to the Feed MY People organiza-

tion and had gotten them at one of their bowl events. She had 

them several years and decided to pass them on. I got them and 

will pass them on at a later date after I have enjoyed them on my 

shelf.             Tom Leonard 



9 Randy Patzke Shop Tip 

Here is one that came from another source with a little spin on it. 

I saw this in another source at some point.   

ISSUE:   I want a light to light the inside of bowls when I am work-

ing on them.  I knew Harbor Freight had a LED with switch and 

magnetic mount.  What I found there were three different models 

of LED lights and the flashlight.  I tested all three of the LED 

switch ones and found that the one with the knob was the bright-

est and adjustable.  It comes with magnets and a velco strip for 

mounting.   All four of these lights from Harbor Freight are under 

$5.00.   The flashlight in the past was a freebie with a coupon. I 

am planning to mount this on the tailstock under the quill.  If I 

mount it vertical it will likely have the least potential to be 

hit.  Will install next time I am home and working in the shop. 
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Joe Felling said “ 
A couple of new 
urns. Large wal-

nut with box-
elder lid and 

small boxelder. 
Both have 

threaded lids. “ 

Joe Felling 
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Duane Walker 

Duane says: “I have been kept busy 
with pyrography doing dog                

portraits  so not much turning lately. “ 
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What kind of turnings could you get out 

of this? 



Pen Wood of the Month                                  

Port Orford Cedar 

Common Name(s): Port Orford Cedar, Lawson’s Cypress 

Scientific Name: Chamaecyparis lawsoniana 

Distribution: Pacific northwest United States 

Tree Size: 150-200 ft (45-60 m) tall, 4-6 ft (1.2-1.8 m) trunk diameter 

Janka Hardness: 590 lbf (2,620 N) 

Color/Appearance: Heartwood is a light yellowish brown. Sapwood is 

pale yellow-brown to almost white and isn’t clearly distinguished from 

the heartwood. Color tends to darken with age upon exposure to light, 

(though when left exposed outdoors it weathers to a uniform gray). 

Grain/Texture: Port Orford Cedar is sometimes used for making arrow 

shafts, and the grain is “straight as an arrow,” with a uniform medium to 

fine texture. 

Endgrain: Resin canals absent; earlywood to latewood transition gradual, 

color contrast medium; tracheid diameter medium-large; zonate parenchy-

ma. 

Rot Resistance: Reported to be durable to very durable regarding decay 

resistance, and also resistant to most insect attacks. (Also reported to have 

good resistance to acid corrosion—Port Orford Cedar was used for stor-

age battery separators during and prior to World War II.) 
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Workability: Easy to work with both hand and machine tools. Holds 

paint well. Stains, glues, and finishes well. 

Odor: Port Orford Cedar has a pungent, ginger-like scent. 

Allergies/Toxicity: Although severe reactions are quite uncommon, Port 

Orford Cedar has been reported to cause skin irritation, runny nose, and 

asthma-like symptoms in some individuals. Because prolonged and con-

tinual inhalation of the sawdust is known to cause kidney problems, many 

occupational workers wear face masks when working with Port Orford 

Cedar. See the articles Wood Allergies and Toxicity and Wood Dust Safe-

ty for more information. 

Pricing/Availability: Due to the limited growing range, Port Orford Ce-

dar’s demand usually exceeds its supply. Expect availability to be limited, 

and prices to very high for a domestic softwood wood species. Many logs 

are exported to Japan for use in woodenware, toys, and other 

small novelties, as well as for repair and construction in houses, shrines, 

and temples. 

Sustainability: This wood species is not listed in the CITES Appendices, 

but is on the IUCN Red List. It is listed as vulnerable due to a population 

reduction of over 20% in the past three generations, caused 

by exploitation, and the fungal root infection Phytophthora lateralis. 

Common Uses: Arrow shafts, musical instruments (soundboards on gui-

tars), boatbuilding, boxes and chests, decking, and various interior mill-

work applications. 

Comments: So named because it was first discovered near Port Orford in 

Oregon. Port Orford Cedar is perhaps a hidden gem in the realm of strong, 

lightweight timber, possessing superb strength-to-weight ratios in both 

modulus of elasticity and modulus of rupture, as well as crushing strength. 

Related Species: 

• Alaskan Yellow Cedar (Chamaecyparis nootkatensis) 

• Atlantic White Cedar (Chamaecyparis thyoides) 

 

Source: Wood Database: Port Orford Cedar | The Wood 
Database - Lumber Identification (Softwood) (wood-
database.com)   
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Pen Kit of the Month 

The Virage 

Four Virage pen kits were included in the Premium Berea Big 

Box. Berea describes them with “elegant contours that set the Vi-

rage apart from any other ballpoint pen giving this pen a soft feel 

and beautiful appearance.” Price ranges from $9.90 to $15.00 

and these were for the hardware colors not included in the Big 

Box. Bushings are $4.49 and the 27/64 drill bit can be had for 

$6.60. The pen refill is a Parker. 

The four Virage hardware colors are Black Chrome; Antique Cop-

per; Antique Gold; and Antique Nickel. Out of the four hardware 

types I picked the Black Chrome since I thought it would make a 

less appealing pen. My reasoning has to do with the Port Orford 

Cedar wood that has a wonderfully “pungent ginger like scent.” I 

described it earlier as smelly to the point of  a stench. I even had 

to turn the pen on my garage lathe rather than in my shop. The 

wood stills stays outdoors to this day and despite the finish, it 

stills has an odor. 
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Port Orford  Cedar tree and bark 
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Port Orford Cedar unripen cones and 

flowers 
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Top: Long cut section of Port Orford Cedar 

Bottom: Port Orford Cedar ripened cone  
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Some uses for Port Orford Cedar wood: 

Top: Deck railing 

Bottom: Decking 
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Other uses for Port        

Orford Cedar: 

Left: Guitar sound board 

Bottom :  Arrow shafts 



21 Why Cedar Wood For arrows? 

 

Cedar is known as the easiest wood to straighten, it 

takes stain nicely, and is the best choice for building ar-

rows. Each shaft will have grain that runs end to end. 

Hand spined within 5 pounds and 33″ in length. 

wapitiarcherypoc.com/product/port-orford-cedar-

shafts/ 

The produced POC wood shafts have a slightly burnished 

smooth surface that takes stain extremely and a wide 

variety of finishes to make them weatherproof and long 

lasting. Whether your interests are bowhunting in time 

honored tradition or target archery, Port Orford Cedar 

wood arrows will hit the mark! 

Port Orford Cedar Wood Arrow Shafts 

(3riversarchery.com) 

Why Cedar? 

But since the advent of the compound bow, the larger 

diameter and high spine weight arrow shafts have been 

of high demand. These shafts not only give bowhunters 

the necessary spine weight, but they also provide ac-

ceptable mass weight which is so important for penetra-

tion power. There are three sizes of diameter in which 

cedar shafts are produced. 

www.rosecityarchery.com/pages/bow-hunting-

with-wood  

wapitiarcherypoc.com/product/port-orford-cedar-shafts/
wapitiarcherypoc.com/product/port-orford-cedar-shafts/
Port%20Orford%20Cedar%20Wood%20Arrow%20Shafts%20(3riversarchery.com)
Port%20Orford%20Cedar%20Wood%20Arrow%20Shafts%20(3riversarchery.com)
http://www.rosecityarchery.com/pages/bow-hunting-with-wood
http://www.rosecityarchery.com/pages/bow-hunting-with-wood


Next Demonstration 

July 7, 2021 

Indexing and Sharpening 

Bob Eberhardt 
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Meetings are first Wednesday of the month at 7 pm. Open 

house—Coffee and Chips - is the second Saturday of the 

month from 8 am to 12 pm 

Meeting Dates and Demonstrations 

July 7—Bob Eberhardt—Indexing and Sharpening 

August 4— To be determined 

September 1—to be determined 

October 6—To Be Determined 

November 3—To Be Determined 

December 1—To Be Determined 

Open House-Coffee and Chips Dates 

July 10—Vaccinated people only.  

8am to 12 pm 

Meetings and Coffee and Chips are held in the Eau Claire Insu-

lation building at 1125 Starr Ave on the northeast side of Eau 

Claire, Wi. 
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Board of Directors for 2020 -2021 

 
 

President  John Layde 
     
 
Vice President Bob Eberhardt 
            
  
Treasurer/  Randy Patzke 
Membership   

 
Secretary  John DeRyckere 
 

 
Program Director Mark Palma 
     
 
At Large Director Joe Nycz 
     
 

Non Board Positions 
 
 
Newsletter Editor Tom Leonard 
     
 
Web Master  Jerry Engedal  
 
  

Members and interested persons may con-
tact the Chippewa Valley Woodturners Guild 
by email at: woodturnercvwg@gmail.com 

Photos of Show and Tell / Gallery items              

provided by : Mary Weider 

24 

mailto:woodturnercvwg@gmail.com

