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PREZ SEYZ 

 

There seems to be light at the 

end of the tunnel. We will re-

sume meetings the first Wednes-

day in April. Joe Ncyz will do the 

demo.  Masks and alternate 

seating will be the rule for a 

while and at least one covid shot 

strongly recommended. Adrian 

will get a special seat (maybe in 

the closet) since he isn’t eligible 

for the vaccine. There will be 

bumps at first but hopefully we can work them out. Till 

then Turn Turn Turn 
 

John Layde 
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It is not often that a CVWG member 
gets a new sibling but Adrian York 

wants to announce that he has a new 
baby sister, Nora Jo, born 12 March 

2021. 

 

 



3 Editor Musings 1 – Paulownia Wood 

Mays Floral has gotten in several 

turned planting pots made from 

Paulownia. Looked interesting be-

cause of the grain but why make a 

planting pot out of turned wood. I 

would think the weight would be a 

problem. I know garden shops have 

many heavy pots but none of wood. 

Checking out Paulownia wood on 

the Wood Database was interesting. 

It is called the “other Balsa.” Other 

names for this wood is Kiri, Prin-

cess Tree and Royal Paulownia. The royal and princess reference is 

that the tree is named for Princess Pavlovna of Russia. Grown 

mainly in east Asia and cultivated in several countries such as 

Spain and Germany as well as eastern North America. It is a fast 

growing tree and apparently cultivated in groves. This wood is sel-

dom offered for sale in North America even though it is cultivated 

here but is considered to be an invasive species. Paulownia is ex-

ported to Japan where it has it’s highest demand. It is now being 

offered at Woodcraft in short lumber sizes. The emphasis is the 

wood will be used for making small boxes similar to the ones made 

in Japan with this wood. 

This wood is somewhat resistant to decay but is not insect re-

sistant. Perhaps the Paulownia pot is only meant to be used as a 

container for the actual pot containing a plant. 

Interestingly, Paulownia even though called the other Balsa is a 

hardier wood. It has a Jarka hardness of 300lbf whereas tropical 

American Balsa has a Janka Hardness of 67lbf. 



4 Editor Musings 2– A Very Smelly Wood 

Most of the woods for Pen Wood of the Month usually comes from 

Cook Woods. I was looking for a light wood that I thought might 

compliment a certain pen kit. My biggest problem with Cook 

Woods is the pen blanks are not marked very well if at all. Suppos-

edly, the pen blanks have a number code written on the ends of the 

blanks. Often the code is illegible. This isn’t a problem if the blanks 

are visually different, but if the blanks are not the best representa-

tive, the blanks can look closely the same. I’m not sure what is 

used to write the code on the blanks – seems to be ink – but I find 

a pencil marks it better because often the ends of the blank are 

coated and a pencil goes through the coating. One reason I get 

larger turning blanks and cut them down to pen blanks is that 

Cook actually labels these blanks in large printed letters.  

My last purchase was for an Apricot and a Port Orford Cedar turn-

ing blanks. When I opened the box I nearly passed out. The smell 

was awful. The packing material was the first thing that came to 

mind but the smell covered everything in the box and it was hard 

to tell what was causing the odor. 

I had assumed that the smell must be from the “peanut” packaging 

because it wasn’t the usual white color I was used to seeing. I 

emailed Cook Woods to complain of this awful smell. Cook Wood 

replied that it wasn’t the packaging but the Orford Cedar and add-

ing that it has an “aromatic,” and “a spicy distinctive aroma.” No, it 

stunk! I’ve had it in the garage for over a month and it still stinks. 

Must be my nose chemistry. Aromatic and spicy it isn’t. 

 

Tom Leonard 



5 Membership Comments On First Aid Kit 

Items 

 

Comments from Fred Steffens 

Add a small magnifying glass, I have an assortment of 

dentist picks. Handy for getting at that splinter; coach 

tape, J&J brand is great for Walleye cheek cuts, stays on 

when wet.  

Comments from Jon Case 

One thing that needs to be in a first aid kit is items in case 
there is someone that has a massive bleed (such as an ar-
tery that is cut, it needs to be stopped immediately). This 
could also be a topic for a club meeting when that is start-
ed again. Thank You  

I am not a club member, yet, but I am on the email list an 
I am just starting out in woodturning.  

Comments from Kim Thalacker 

These are things that I can think of that may be helpful: 

Bandaids in various sizes 

Steri Strips 

2x2 and 4x4 gauze 

Coband wrap (pressure bandage) 

micropore tape 

hydrogen peroxide 

antibiotic ointment/cream 

antibiotic soap 

sterile saline (eye) solution 

cloth diapers (kept clean in a plastic bag) 

Aspirin (stroke/heart attack symptoms- you never know 
when this can happen) 

Acetaminophen  

Hope this finds you well!  Miss seeing everyone and turn-
ing. 
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Dennis Ciesielski says;” 

The bowl on the far right is 

Black Locust, an invasive 

tree that needs to be re-

moved. This bowl will be go-

ing to the Lower Chippewa 

Invasives Partnership. Like 

some other invasive trees the 

wood can be quite beautiful 

even if the live tree is not 

wanted. 

The wood for the five Red 

Maple bowls were from a friend. He lost a brother to cancer 

and some of his coworkers presented him with a red maple 

tree that started its growth at Walden Pond. The tree died 

and he asked if I would turn a bowl for him to continue the 

remembrance. The wood was decayed and spalted which 

created a challenge to secure to turn. The bowls turned our 

well with their unique beauty to my eyes and Gary’s. I am 

sure the other four bowls will find their home. 



Barry Grill 7 

Barry Grill had provided a video of some of 

his works and wanted to share them with 

the group.  

Barry Grill Videos (cvwg.org) 

http://cvwg.org/index.php/barry-grill-videos/
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Duane Walker Says 
“No new woodturning 

pix this month,  just 
one of what was my 

deck before "now" pro-
ject.  Hopefully next 

month pix completed. 

Editors Note: CVWG 

members do more 

than turn wood. 



Bowl Stand, Kenya 

Middle East Woodworking 

Second installment from Joe York of some wood items he 

acquire while in the middle east. 

 

Here’s another piece of woodwork unrelated to the lathe.  The pho-

tos show a bowl stand hand-made from a single piece of unidenti-

fied wood, with no joinery.  This came from Kenya in the early 

1980s and it came along with a wooden bowl.  The bowl had been 

hand-made, not turned on a lathe but just gouged out manually.  I 

long ago misplaced the bowl.  The legs of the stand are about 10” in 

length, and when completely folded up the diameter of the bundle 

of wood is about 2” 

You can still see the price written on one of the legs - 18 - which I 

believe was 18 Kenyan Shillings, practically nothing at all.   

Joe York  
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Tips For Setting Up a New Shop Dust 

Collection Inexpensively  

Gary Rambo 

I'm not sure if this would be helpful to anyone but you 

can decide and I will not be in the least offended if it 

seems redundant. 

I am just a year into turning and found that these inex-

pensive items were very useful in my basement shop in 

helping to control dust and flying chips.  Attached are 

pictures and here are the explanations.  

#1. I do not own a full shop dust collection system yet, 

but until I eventually get one, I purchased a used vacu-

um cleaner with a fine HEPA filter that is easy to empty 

and clean.   I built a small wooden attachment to slip 

over the vacuum hose to keep it in place when sanding.   
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#2. To help with cleaning the 

dust out of the air, I run an old 

box fan with a furnace filter at-

tached in front.  The filter can 

be quickly vacuumed as need-

ed.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

#3. To help contain the 

wood chips when turning, 

I bent a piece of conduit 

to surround me and the 

work area.  It is held in 

place by simply attaching 

a 2X 4 to the ceiling joist 

and slipping the conduit 

through a slightly angled 

hole matching the curve 

of the conduit.   
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#4.  I installed two clear 

shower curtains on the 

curved conduit which; a. 

allow anyone to observe, 

b. help to contain the 

chips, and c.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(#5) are easily slid to the side to 

exit the area for cleaning or 

sharpening. 
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Big Island Woodturners’ 23rd Annual Exhibit 

 John De Ryckere 

While I did not get to turn any wood 

while I was in Hawai’i this winter I did 

get the opportunity to visit the Big Is-

land Woodturners’ 23rd Annual Exhibit. 

The club president, John Mydock, as 

well as the club’s longest-term member, 

Gene Short. Much like our club they had 

to make the decision to suspend meet-

ings due to COVID-19, but they decided 

to still hold their exhibit. We talked about our respective clubs, 

they have about 50 members, 15 to 20 of whom are active partici-

pants. They have a Nova midi-lathe which they haul if necessary, 

for demonstrations at meetings. Meetings take place at members 

workshops. There are no dues for membership. 

I was impressed by the quantity, there were at least 100 of them, 

and quality of the pieces on exhibit. John said that all members 

are encouraged to participate from novices to seasoned experts. 

The pieces ranged from miniatures, to mammoth bowls and ves-

sels up to 3 feet in diameter. While the woods would seem exotic 

to us, they are mostly locally harvested on the Island, primarily 

from fallen wood. Koa was plentiful, as were other woods such as 

macadamia, monkey pod, mango, and a host of others. A lot of 

forms of embellishment were displayed, as well as many whimsi-

cal pieces. In my visits to other collections on the Big Island I’ve 

seen many ancient wooden vessels, and it was interesting to see 

how many of those forms were represented in the display. 

___________________________________________ 

 I did cheat on the club a bit. I made a coffee table from reclaimed macadamia 
wood. It’s round, but I used a router and a compass jig to do this. To be honest, I 
also took a 5 week pottery course. Please forgive me! Hawai’i has restrictions 
against logging koa, it can only be harvested from fallen trees. 
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Club          

President, 

John Mydock 

doing                 

pyrography. 

Nature’s Delight 

by Les Peder-

son—Cuban           

Mahogony—

$370 

Chippy by     

Parker                  

Nicholson—

Mango—Not 

For sale 
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Traditional Koa 

Calabash by 

Mark Stebbins—

Koa—$1495 

Grand Old Pine 

by Paul Chang—

Norfolk Pine—

$450 

Tribal by John 

Mydock and 

Les Pederson—

Podocarpus—

$160 
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Aloha Reef 

Collaboration 

by John 

Mydock and 

Les                

Pederson—

Mango—

$3000 

Unspoken by 

Gene Short—

Ohai—$1800 

Super-sized      

Sunday by John 

Mydock—Norfolk 

Pine—$1400 



Pen Wood of the Month 

Indian Laurel 

Common Name(s): Indian Laurel 

Scientific Name: Terminalia elliptica (syn. T. tomentosa) 

Distribution: Southern Asia (primarily India and Myanmar) 

Tree Size: 65-100 ft (20-30 m) tall, 2-3 ft (.6-1 m) trunk diameter 

Janka Hardness: 2,340 lbf (10,390 N) 

Color/Appearance: Varies from light brown to dark brown with darker, 

nearly black streaks. Sapwood is a pale pinkish color, clearly demarcated 

from the heartwood. 

Grain/Texture: Grain is generally straight or slightly interlocked or ir-

regular. With a medium to coarse uniform texture and low natural luster. 

Endgrain: No data available. 

Rot Resistance: Rated as moderately durable; poor insect resistance. 

Workability: Generally easy to work, though sections with interlocked 

or irregular grain are more problematic. Turns and finishes well. 

Odor: No characteristic odor. 

·  
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20 Allergies/Toxicity: Although severe reactions are quite uncommon, Indi-

an Laurel has been reported to cause skin irritation. See the articles Wood 

Allergies and Toxicity and Wood Dust Safety for more information. 

Pricing/Availability: Most commonly available as decorative veneer. 

Expect prices to be moderate for an imported hardwood. 

Sustainability: This wood species is not listed in the CITES Appendices 

or on the IUCN Red List of Threatened Species. 

Common Uses: Veneer, furniture, cabinetry, boatbuilding, turned ob-

jects, and other small specialty items. 

Comments: No data available. 

Related Species: Idigbo (Terminalia ivorensis) 

· Indian Silver Greywood (Terminalia bialata) 

· Limba (Terminalia superba) 

· Nargusta (Terminalia amazonia) 

Source: Indian Laurel | The Wood Database - Lum-

ber Identification (Hardwood) (wood-

database.com)   

April Meeting 

CVWG President John Layde has decided to have a regu-

lar meeting in April. Joe Nycz will do the demonstration. 

John encourages that attendees have had their Covid 

vaccinations but not absolutely required. Covid guide-

lines will be observed.   

 

https://www.wood-database.com/indian-laurel/
https://www.wood-database.com/indian-laurel/
https://www.wood-database.com/indian-laurel/
https://www.wood-database.com/indian-laurel/


Indian Laurel Vs. Indian Laurel Ficus 

Indian Laurel is one of those names used for many different 

trees. Using Indian Laurel as the search words will give you Indi-

an Laurel Ficus. The Wood Database identification of Indian 

Laurel is the terminalia elliptica species. The other variety al-

ways begins with Ficus.  

The wood that Cook woods identifies as Indian Laurel  is the 

same as the Wood Database which describes it as “Indian Laurel, 

Terminalia tomentosa, is an Asian species also known as Derda, 

India Walnut, Indiawood, and Ixora. A large tree growing to 

heights of 140 ft. with possible diameters of 3 ft., it weighs 40 

pounds per cubic foot on average. Indian Laurel is a medium 

density wood that takes a nice high gloss finish.  It is typically 

used for veneers but other uses include: boxes, turned articles, 

and high end cabinetry. The tree produces lumber of two differ-

ent colors like the Limba tree from Equatorial Africa. The upper 

section of the tree is straw colored and is usually marketed under 

the name Chuglam.  The lower trunk has color and is named sil-

ver-grey wood. “  
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Indian Laurel 

fruit is similar to 

figs but doesn’t 

have the  shape. 



Pen Kit of the Month 

The CEO pen kit was purchased from Wood –N- Whimsies. The 

pen kit was $5.35, bushings was $4.45 and “U” drill bit was 

$5.85. Wood-N-Whimsies describes it as having a “having a 

comfortable grip, a sleek appearance and a precision mecha-

nism.”  What is interesting about this pen is the twist mecha-

nism—it is as long as the blank and is held in place with the  

screw on nib. It is a nice pen but one might be put out by the 

tight twist mechanism. Could use some WD-40 I suppose. 

The Indian Laurel was purchased from Cook Woods—a 1 1/2 x 1 

1/2 x 12 turning blank for $16.24. 

22 



 
23 

Above: Terminalia elliptica. 

Below: Ficus Americana. 
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Indian Laurel 

products:  

Cabinet 

Plate  

Guitar sound-

board 



Next Demonstration 

Joe Nycz 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I 

 

 

Joe  will do a demonstration of a crotch or heart bowl  
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Meetings are first Wednesday of the month at 7 pm. Open 

house—Coffee and Chips - is the second Saturday of the 

month from 8 am to 12 pm 

Meeting Dates and Demonstrations 

April 7—Joe Nycz—Heart or Crotch Bowl 

May 5—To be determined 

June 2—To be determined 

July 7—To be determined 

August 4— To be determined 

September 1—to be determined 

Open House-Coffee and Chips Dates 

Yet to be determined 

Meetings and Coffee and Chips are held in the Eau Claire In-

sulation building at 1125 Starr Ave on the northeast side of 

Eau Claire, Wi.  

Note: Vehicle entrance on west side (Starr 

Ave.) has been moved further south away 

from the railroad tracks. 
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Board of Directors for 2020 -2021 

 
 

President  John Layde 
     
 
Vice President Bob Eberhardt 
            
  
Treasurer/  Randy Patzke 
Membership   

 
Secretary  John DeRyckere 
 

 
Program Director Mark Palma 
     
 
At Large Director Joe Nycz 
     
 

Non Board Positions 
 
 
Newsletter Editor Tom Leonard 
     
 
Web Master  Jerry Engedal  
 
  

Members and interested persons may con-
tact the Chippewa Valley Woodturners Guild 
by email at: woodturnercvwg@gmail.com 

Photos of Show and Tell / Gallery items              

provided by : Membership 

27 

mailto:woodturnercvwg@gmail.com

