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PREZ SEYZ 

I don’t have too much to say this 

much since I talked too much at 

the October meeting. We had 

pretty good attendance and par-

ticipation is starting to pick 

up.  We tried  coffee and chips 

for the first time in a year and 

almost no one showed up. 

Hopefully it will improve in the 

winter months. 

Lets all start thinking about 

Empty  Bowls coming up in the 

spring and donate turnings for 

this great cause.   

November speaker is Barry Grill and I think it will be on hollowing.  

A hint I almost forgot today: If you have a lathe tool with an upside 

and a"no no” down side when used put a splash of red paint on the 

back side so you don’t try and use it upside down.  

See you next month and until then TURN TURN TURN 

John Layde  
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About Those Dues 

 

New members dues are good for the balance of the year and next 
year.  We still have some members that owe for the last 2 
years.  Renewals will be accepted for next year.   

 



3 Editor Musings – Pens with a Caduceus Clip 

Tom Leonard 

One of the things I like to do is to 

give physicians who are especially 

helpful is a pen with a Caduceus 

clip. Funny thing about that sym-

bol. I had forgot the name of the 

symbol and looked it up and was 

surprised at what I found.  

The Caduceus symbol with 2 

snakes wound around a rod and 

with wings is not the official sym-

bol of medicine. This symbol was a symbol of Hermes or Mercury. 

Mercury in Greek mythology is the patron of thieves, merchants 

and messengers. I believe we were told in school that Mercury 

was only the patron of messengers. Funny as to why that was left 

out about the other two. The mythology of its origin is that Mer-

cury tried to stop a fight between two snakes and threw a rod at 

them in which they entwined. Mercury had wings so that’s proba-

bly where the wings came from. 

The real medical symbol is the Rod of Asclepius which is a bronze 

snake entwined on a stake. Asclepius was the Greek God of medi-

cine and doctors. The origin story goes that Moses in 1400BC 

used a bronze serpent erected on a pole for people that were bit-

ten by snakes. The snake was used because of its ability to change 

from a lethargic stage to rapid activity symbolizing the power to 

convalesce from illness. 

I could have given a pen without the Caduceus but in this recent 

instance the physician was promised a pen with the symbol (but it 

wasn’t me).  

 



The Caduceus is the most recognized. So, which is the real sym-

bol? Seems to be a mixed lot. Most medical corps use the Rod of 

Asclepius with the exception of the Marine and Army Medical 

Corps. The Marines use it because it closely resembles the Ma-

rine symbol. Percentage wise, 62% of professional medical asso-

ciations use the Rod of Asclepius, 37% use the Caduceus and 76% 

of commercial medical organizations use the Caduceus.  

I don’t remember seeing the Rod of Asclepius as a medical sym-

bol, but maybe I haven’t looked close enough to tell the differ-

ence. 

Things you don’t learn in medical school: Caduceus 

(nih.gov)  

I have already given 2 physicians a pen with the Caduceus. Now 

I’m wondering what they thought about receiving a medical sym-

bol that really represents the patron of thieves, merchants and 

messengers rather than medicine.  I revealed this to the latest re-

cipient and she didn’t know and was surprised.  According to the 

article link above, even medical students aren’t told the differ-

ence so probably the physicians don’t even know but probably 

are aware of the other symbol as a variation on the same theme.  
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Caduceus 
Rod of Asclepius 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4439707/
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC4439707/


October Demonstration 

Basket Weave Illusion 

John Layde 

John Layde demonstrated 

how he creates his basket il-

lusion pieces. The technique 

consists of three forms of 

embellishment. First, there 

are grooves made in the sur-

face of the bowl or platter. 

Concentric ones made with a 

special groove turning tool, 

and then radial ones created 

with a wood burning tool. 

The third embellishment is 

coloring in the small sections 

with markers to create the 

illusion of a basket. 

One source for the beading 

tools is: <https://d-

waytools.com/beading-tools/> John recommends getting only 

one or two tools, as he doesn't use most of the ones in his set. 

The grooves can be done both inside and outside the turned object 

(where it makes sense, rings on a thin necked hollow form would-

n't make sense on the inside. They wouldn't be visible, and the 

tools wouldn't reach either. 

John also demonstrated how he recenters his bowl using a wood 

jig that lets him transfer the piece from the headstock, to the tail-

stock, then back to the headstock. When gluing the jig together 

make sure that when gluing wood to wood the grain of both pieces  
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John Layde showing his 

homemade indexing wheel 

%3chttps:/d-waytools.com/beading-tools/
%3chttps:/d-waytools.com/beading-tools/


run in the  same direction. Since wood expands and contracts 

more in one direction (parallel to the grain), crossing the grain 

will result in a joint that breaks over the seasons. The wood 

should be of the same species as well, so the relative change in di-

mension is constant. He also uses a cardboard spacer cut from a 

cereal box to keep the faceplate from binding to the headstock.  

The beading can be done either over a whole piece, or as a feature 

ring. The concentric beads are made on the lathe, attention has to 

be paid to the presentation of the beading tool to the piece. If they 

are presented incorrectly serious catches will result. One of John's 

tips is to paint the side of a tool that should not be up red, so that 

it gives you a visual hint that you're doing something wrong. Sim-

ilarly all of John's tool handles are different, so that he can identi-

fy them by the handle alone.  It's important that the grooves are 

evenly spaced, and the tool helps with this. Once the grooves are 

cut into the piece each one is burned. John uses a piece of scrap 

formica to do this. As the lathe is spinning, press the edge of the 

formica into the groove and it will embellish it with a burn mark. 

The next step is to use the indexing feature of your lathe, or as 

John demonstrated, a hardboard ring with indexing lines glued 

on to it, to draw radial lines through the grooves you've already 

produced. John has created a jig that holds a pencil parallel to the 

bed and at the center line of the piece to assist in scribing. Once 

this is done he removes the piece from the lathe and uses a wood 

burning tool to burn the radial lines. John uses a tip similar to 

this: https://stadtlandercarvings.com/Fixed-Tip-21B-Basket-

Illusion-316-Inch_p_6311.html 

Submitted by John DeRyckere 
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https://stadtlandercarvings.com/Fixed-Tip-21B-Basket-Illusion-316-Inch_p_6311.html
https://stadtlandercarvings.com/Fixed-Tip-21B-Basket-Illusion-316-Inch_p_6311.html
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John using a bead-

ing tool to produce 

rings around the 

outside of the bowl. 

John burned in the 

beaded lines to 

stand out. 

Set up for indexing 

and John’s home 

made jig to meas-

ure depth of inside 

of bowl. 
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Paul Meske 

Left: Bowl made from Elm. 

Right: An ebonized Apricot bowl . Ebonized with 

Iron Acetate 
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Paul Meske 

An entry to the President’s Challenge 

of something not a bowl or pen, Paul 

made shoe horns. 
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Paul Meske 

Another President’s Challenge entry was a piece 

that didn’t have a name except “thing on a string.” 

The purpose of it was to throw up  in Walnut trees 

to loosen the walnuts. Paul has a lot of Walnut 

trees and he just collects them to get rid of them. 

He said the only problem was the 50 foot paracord  

needed to be longer. 
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Paul Meske 

Another President’s Challenge entry was a 

desk clock of spalted Oak. Paul said he went 

through many versions before settling on 

this one. Below are examples of his experi-

ments. 
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Barry Grill 

Barry’s entry for the 

President’s Challenge 

was a cane made with 

several types of wood. 



 

13 
Richard Boettcher 

 

Richard’s entry for the President’s Chal-

lenge  is a turned a mushroom shape with a 

hole in the top to put a bottle which he says 

contains mushroom powder. 



 

14 Ron Bartz 

Ron Bartz President’s Challenge entry is 

a piece to make disposable newspaper 

pots. 
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Bob Eberhardt 

Bob  had 3 pieces for 

the President’s Chal-

lenge . Below is an ex-

ample of axis turning.  

He also made a wine 

glass (wood) and an  ex-

ample of a turned 

Christmas tree which he 

will demonstrate at the 

December meeting.  
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John Layde 

John Layde made a mallet many years 

ago  out of scrap wood. 
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Make something different than a bowl  you said. 

Well, what does a beginner do for a quick birthday pre-

sent?  Practice my spindle turning by making a couple of 

muddlers.   

One is maple and one is sycamore and both are finished 

with butcher block conditioner.  They are about 1-1/8" 

wide and 7 or 8 inches long.  Making these, I got to prac-

tice working with my skew.   

Now I just need to make a much larger one to use to stamp 

down and pack shredded cabbage when making sauer-

kraut which I did yesterday, and wished I had a decent 

stamper. 

Dan Brandner 
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Duane Walker 

It's yarn bowl time, great Christmas pre-

sents.  



Pen Wood of the Month 

Brownheart 

 

Common Name(s): Brownheart, Wacapou 

Scientific Name: Vouacapoua 

Distribution: Northeastern South America 

Janka Hardness: 1,880 lbr (8370N) 

Color/Appearance: Heartwood is a medium to dark 

brown, sometimes with a reddish hue. Lighter brown 

lines (from 

parenchy-

ma) mixed 

through-

out give a 

contrasted 

ap-

pearence . 

Pale sap-

wood is 

clearly demarcated from heartwood. 

Grain/Texture: Grain is straight to slightly irregular, 

with a uniform medium texture and moderate natu-

ral luster. 

Endgrain: Diffuse–porous, solitary and radial multi-

ples; large pores in no specific arrangement, few 

mineral / gum deposits occasionally present; paren-

chyma lozenze, winged, confluent and marginal; 

narrow rays, spacing normal. 

Rot Resistance: Rated as very durable; good insect 

resistance. 
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Workability: Moderately difficult to work on account 

of its density. Tends to blunt cutters. Turns, glues 

and finishes well. 

Odor: No Characteristic odor. 

Allergies and Toxicity: Although severe reactions are 

quite uncommon, Brownheart has been reported to 

cause skin irritation. See the articles Wood Allergies 

and Toxicity and Wood Dust Safety for more infor-

mation. 

Pricing and Availability: Brownheart is only infre-

quently exported. Its much more commonly used 

within its natural range for heavy exterior construc-

tion and for interior furniture. Small turning blanks 

are sometimes available at a moderate to high price 

for an imported wood.. 

Sustainability: This wood species is not listed in the 

CITES Appendices, but is on the IUCN Red list. It 

listed as critically endangered due to population re-

duction of over 80% in the past three generations, 

caused bu a decline in its natural range and exploita-

tion. 

Common Uses: Flooring, heave construction, turned 

objects, furniture and cabinetry. 

Comments: Both strong and beautiful, Brownheart 

has been harvested and used for both utility and aes-

thetic purposes throughout its natural range. Brown-

heart has been formerly classified in the nAndira ge-

nus, and is closely related to Patridgewood (and the 

wood also bears a close resemblance visually as 

well).  

Related Species: None. 

Source: Brownheart | The Wood Database - Lumber 

Identification (Hardwood) (wood-database.com)  
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https://www.wood-database.com/brownheart/
https://www.wood-database.com/brownheart/


Pen Kit of the Month 

Little Giant Kit / Editor 

Four  were purchased in a package for $18.71 from Turner’s Ware-

house. The bushings are $3.99 and uses a 8mm or 5/16ths drill bit. 

The web site describes these as “a cool pen in a small package.  It 

uses a Parker style refill that has a snap on cap that also 

posts.  Beautiful plating and enough tube to show off your blank.” 

The platings are Antique Brass, Gold, Chrome and Gun Metal. All 4  

pens were made—Chrome with the Brownheart, Antique Brass for 

the acrylic called Copper Lightning, Gun Metal for an acrylic called 

Blue Moon that shines in the dark, and Gold with a Bethlehem 

Olivewood.  
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The Brownheart 

tree  

A Brownheart log 

showing the rea-

son for the tree’s 

name. 
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Two views of the 

bark of the Brown-

heart tree. A varia-

tion  or a             

mislabelling of the 

pictures? 
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Very few 

products 

were found 

but there 

seemed to 

be a popular 

idea to make 

the top of a 

n acorn with 

Brownheart. 
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A Pepper Mill 

A card box 

Brownheart fruit 

(not edible ) 



Next Demonstration 

November Demonstration 

To Be Announced 

 

Demonstrator: Barry Grill 
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Meetings are first Wednesday of the month at 7 pm. Open 

house—Coffee and Chips - is the second Saturday of the 

month from 8 am to 12 pm 

Meeting Dates and Demonstrations 

December 1—Bob Eberhardt 

   Ornamental Christmas Trees 

January  5—To Be Determined 

February 2—To Be Determined 

March 2—To Be Determined 

April 6—To Be Determined 

Open House-Coffee and Chips Dates 

November 13th from 8:00 am to 12:00pm

- Masks required and Vaccinations sug-

gested. If coming after 10:00 please in-

form us through the web site the night 

before at:

(www.woodturnercvwg@gmail.com) 

Meetings and Coffee and Chips are held in the Eau Claire Insu-

lation building at 1125 Starr Ave on the northeast side of Eau 

Claire, Wi. 
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http://www.woodturnercvwg@gmail.com


Board of Directors for 2020 -2021 

 
 

President  John Layde 
     
 
Vice President Bob Eberhardt 
            
  
Treasurer/  Randy Patzke 
Membership   

 
Secretary  John DeRyckere 
 

 
Program Director Mark Palma 
     
 
At Large Director Joe Nycz 
     
 

Non Board Positions 
 
 
Newsletter Editor Tom Leonard 
     
 
Web Master  Jerry Engedal  
 
  

Members and interested persons may con-
tact the Chippewa Valley Woodturners Guild 
by email at: woodturnercvwg@gmail.com 

Photos of Show and Tell / Gallery items              

provided by : Tom Leonard 
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